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PREFACE. 


ſhall not detain the Reader, with the occafrom of theſe enquiries, here ſub. 
1 mitted ro the publick view, and the — of thoſe who are apt to excepe 

againſt and cavil at, what i offer'd them for their good, (only this) 
that 1 have had greater advantages to aſſiſt me therein, then every oxe hath, 
or Can have, yet for any that in ſome things be otherwiſe minded 1 matter it not, 
they may think as they pleaſe, and in what I ſhallbe found erroneous, 1 deſire ne 
candid acceptance, therefore need 9 patrouage or defence: that | have beey 
taxed with the opiniin of the lawfulneſs of two Wives, whether 1 would or ns 
endeavonr'd to be faſined on me, and very gravely cenſwed for what was 
never ſpoke or meant. 

There is 4 well known diflinfloin amongſt the Papiſts of vemal and mortal 
Sin, and the grand Enemy of their Souls hath no ſmall advantage by it, but &l 
They have their vemial and mortal ſins, We have our groſs ones, that, are of 
great uſe : how that word firſt tame up 1 know wit, nor where eojn'd ; the be#t 
deſcripuon I can give you of it ts , that tis palpable and well known ſin, aud 
whether or no, the fault be ſmall or great it matters notif ut be ſuch 4 thing that 
will maks a man Towntalk, or a nine days wonder among Country Swains : 
and it hath been fairly ſpoken in commendation of [ome perſons tho too muth 
addifted to lying, they are guilty of no groſs ſin God be thanked for it, But is 
there any thing whereof ic may be ſaid, ſee, this is new ? it hath been 
already of old time, which was before us. Eccl, 1, 10, For there were groſs 
formers a4 appears in owr Savionrs time, Publitans and Harlots, people + the 
moſt ſcandalons Profeſſion among the Jews, and there were fine ſpun oner, who 
were vifibly, and to ontward appearance Saints, but to let their Charafter 
paſs. Any tru# AatCount, of the Law of Nature hath for ſeveral ages been Con- 
ceal'd from the peopls and the _ of ry greateſt Clerks to keep them 1n 
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1fnorance; notions of Marriage we have had derived from them, by which 
great diſorders have been countenanc't converſe with Books, you (hall. there find 
ut brought toits Primitive State, look abroad and you ſhall ſee little fignof it ; 
Marriage one would think were rather turn'd proſtitute, and there ta-nothing in 
the worid ſo uncouth or ſenſleſs but if brought within the Verge of Matrimony, 
the venerable name of Wedlock bath been made a Shrine for it, (To avoid. 
groſſer irſtances if a yourg Lady of the higheſt birth or quality ſhould be ftoln 
from her friexds, or againſt their will and conſert, match her ſelf to a proflg ate 
wretch (for ſuch things have been) after the notions that are rife of Marriage : 
this would be no ſin at all in ber (ut an honourable ate, and when they are owe 
wedded and bedded together (a they call it,) there #:no remedy authey think. 
to be had for it, then again (for ſuch a caſe have | ſeen flared) (ould a mo- 
»y'd Letcher that hath one Foot in bis G rave, marry with a young Wanton ſcarce 
out of her Teens, to ſatisfy his Luſt, which ſhe conſents to for the Luſt of 
bis Pelf, this they ſay, were a bad thing, but rather then want an inſtitution 
for it, ſþail fetch 1t, out of Paradiſe (non obliante) the flaming Sword ; and 
when the hnet is tied, however they live afterward, an boly and a happy State, 
eltho a ſin in a man for any Cauſe to have more Wives then one at once, yet 
& ſoon as he can be ſhift of her, and the poor Soul ts ſummon'd to her long home, 
it were 0 fant in him to marry another ou what account ſotuer, or ſucceſſively 
41 mary as he lift, when the opinion of the Fathers is exploded which « far 
more rational, and mach more may be ſaid for it, and for our modern argu- 
ments againſt Poligamy they have been derived from the o'd Romans ov the 
ew ones ; and, as if our Laws and other Chriſtian Nations where it ts forbidden, 
were it not worth a mentiomirg from the Greeks, tho unnatural luſt were ſo 
Common among them a if all ſence of humanity were loſt : by eminent mew 
approved of and to ſay nothing of other Philoſophers, Plato in bis repwblick 
community of Wyves, and fo far true that Poligamy was ill reputed of 
by the Athenians (th#ir Laws not favouring it) and divorce deteſied, but for 
a woman to ſeperate from her hucband 1e:hon'd far worſe, and termed de- 
linquercy or flat Rebellion at leaſt, as a learned writer of their 
Antiguities doth note, ard becauſe they kyow not what to acenſe the Patriarchs 
with : Lamech who was a _ "man bead two Wives before the Flood, 
but why was Lamech 4 wicked man de you think ? becauſe he ſlew a man 
to bis burt? ſince an inundation of error and corruption in the (harch ts ſlay 
ard maſſacre the innocent hath been held a meritorious aft, ard the truth is, 
were it 4 ans purpoſe to deſend Poligamy he might bring argurmer's for 
1 ext of the Alchoran at that rate, for on ſuch abſurdities muſt they run 
. themſelves who ſtate things, not as they are, but a1 they would bave it ; or 
think they may difſemble for a good 6auſe tho they quite fpoil 11 by m—_— 
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their payt : onthe other hand, anr pretended wits, looking on Marriage as 
a meer cheat, are not alittle proud of themſelves that they have found out the 
knack of it, and when they cry down OO it were an Enemy to 
Nature (which they think brook's no reflraint ) bring it as a Plea for thems- 
ſelves, tho never ſo much againſt it, and that the Scripture hath on both 
fides been miſerab!y wreſted is obviow enough: but to Clear ſome paſſages 
in this diſcourſe, | ſhall prove, that not only Poligamy 15 unlawful, but 4 
fing'e Marriage, may be ſinful and evil, and that the Bed is. undefiled, 
when Nature requires it, evAnd that to ſpeak ſtriftly there Can be no ſuch 
thing 4s Clardeſtine, mrlawful, or bad Marriage, ard whereas in the Fourth 
Seftton, is defined the Law of Nature &c, 1 make it 4 Brawch thereof and by 
Matrimony intend, either 4 publick Gontratt, or the evidences of a private 
Contratt of Eſpouſals that have been in uſe, and by this we ſee that Marriage w 
the ſame thing, all the world over and, have therefore drawns judgement of 1t 
according to the yarious Condition of humane life, andof man in his faln 
ſtate, and before the fall, befare and ſince the coming of Chriſt, In the Church 
the Nicholaitans nere very early breaching their Herefie, which taught 
ſp1ritual and corporal Formcation, community of women, and to eat of rieats 
ſacrificed to Iaols, When the CMnſtery of iniquity began to work ( @ 
the pious and learned Dy. Fulk obſerves) ſecond Marriages with ſome of the 

odlieſt of the Fathers, not with all of them, was but honeſt Formicanon, or 
comely eAdultery ; ſuch ftrange corceits had they then of Marriage and of 


Sm in the natural uſe, and were therefore mightily concern'd about it, as. 


appears by their works, the famous Orator Tertullian therefore ſeperating 
from hu Wife, converſing with ber a his Siſter, and exhorting her to a ſingle 


life, and @ lbke paſſage there is recorded of Ammonius, which is worthy 


Jour peruſal, a you have it in Socrates his Fourth Book, in many things 
are they followed by learned men, who are converſant un their works ; hence 
it ts that a modern Author « proving two ſorts of Adultery ont of the Old 
Teſlament, and another that the Patriarch when he took Rachel ro Wife (not 
before it ſeems) lived in Formcation wuh Leah, or in Adxltery, tho no ſuch 
ſmall fault, as to be winked at either in Gods people or inother mew, and for 
abuſes of Marriage reckons Poligamy and Sodomy (paria cum paribus) 
the former could be no abuſe of 1t when the freer uſe of it was not reſl-ained, 
and for the latter, we may as well make Felony ay abuſe of Marriage ; for 
what hath Sodomy to do with it, a Crime ayainſt nature, 4 ſin 18 wention 
with crit deteFt ation and wickedneſs in the leaſt inclination or thougbr.Of primi- 
tive CM avriage or Wedlock there hath been in all ages ſome footfteps remaining 
tho 1mperfett, the Chriſtian ts of a man and one meman when lawfully Con- 


Iratlid, and aftcr a Godly manner living together, it is @ boly and 4 "= 
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ftate of life. As for thoſe Textrinthe Epiſtles of St, Prul,where itis ſid thas 6 
Biſhop « to be the Hurhand of one Wife ; very learned men have rindred it of 
Poligamy, ſome of the Fathers have / ſeen queted for it, and among otheys St. 
Chryſoſtom, rho living in the Fourth Century, and for ſome time leading an 
auſtere life, 1 take not upon me to determine herein,but leave it thoſe who would 
do well plainly toinform ua, what either their inſÞirationts, or extraordinary 
converſion which doth diſtinguiſh them, from their Chriſtian brethren, ſeeing 


HMiracles are ceas'd. 
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SECT. Ss 
"of the Abuſe of Matrimony. 


with different Laws and Cuſlionms, by the conſent of all Nations, 
in all times and ages of the World ; it 1s agreeable to Reaſon, 
and neceſlary tothe Well-being of Mankind, as well for mucual Society, 
and comfort of Life in particular perſons, as the good and benefit of all. 
For wichour Marriage there can be no Family maintained, no Alliance, 
or diſtinRion of Relations and Degrees amongſ- men, no Inheritance or 
Poſſeſſion claimed by Deſcent, bur all things beipg held in common, they 
muſt flock cogether in herds like wild Bealts, or as Savages and Canni- 
bals prey upon, and devour one another ; but there is no Ordinance of 
God or Man ſo ſacred, as to be exempt from che rongues and pens of pro- 
fane perſons in this degenerate age we live in : neither Religion, or the 
Government has been free from their rage and malice, not this of Mar- 
rlage, although it hath irs ſanion from bcth. | 
© is obſervable, that of late years it has been the ſubje& of 
luxuriant Pens to play and dally with , which they may ſafely handle 
without burning of their fingers, when the former has beep found too hot 
for them to hold, a humour affeRed by many in their writings, who have 
- DO other Way to'recommend them to ochers, but their being ſingular 
from the reli of the world, or thereby to gratifie perſons as debauched as 
,+ themſelves, Some, tomake way for their unbounded luſt, cry it down as 
uſeleſs, and out of faſhion, exploding it gs a ſtate of bondage and flave- 
ry, ſtrife and diſcontent, fit only for Fools, and low-ſpiriced men, a Pri- 
ſon too narrow for their large Souls ro be confined in, Others, that would 
ſeem more religious, pretend the inconveniences of a Married life, their 
hatred of Women, framing Satyrs and InveRives againſt the whole Sex, 
3s if there were none good among them, or any thing good in them to 
'  makeamendsfor the bad, lay all the inconveniences of life at their door, , 
5 Making ir all one to be miſerable or married, : 2 
; It's crue, all conditions of life have ſomewhat of trouble, or inconvent- 
ence more or leſs, the Single, as well as the Married, and there 1s none 
free from care and misfortune, in cne kind or ocher ; and many there are, 
who find por that content and ſatisfaRion in a married Rate as they. ey 
pewried, 


T HE Inſticution of Marriage hath been oeverally received, though 


peed, Which is not always iree from infeliciry even in thoſe, who have 
' noother deſign of entring thereinto, then what is agreeable to the nature 
of the Infiitution, and for which it was ordained , but hath worſe event 
to others, who lightly or fooliſhly enter into ic, or, what is worſe, for 
tome baſe ends and advantages they propoſe to themſelves therein. Do 


-not many men, on this account, marry thoſe they woul1 elſe hace to em- 


brace, and women ſell themſelves for the ſake of a Joynture, letting them 
take them off who bid the fairett,  Chapman-like ? Ir 1s a common thing 
to bargain, and chaFer for ong another, (ro make no worſe compari- 
ſon) like Maſters with their ©:rvants, who ſtand to be hired in a Statuce- 
Fair, an\| when it comes to the upthor, cen Groats , or thereabour, ſhall 
part them. It's«+41dent, whence many Matches have their Original ; 
ſo;nc nl from :1thy lucre and ambition, ſome from pure luſt, from com- 
pi: 419 force, or from other cauſes as bad, if not worſe ; and others 
cherc ace,t'1at make the ſame uſe of Matrimony as our firſt Parents of their 
Fig-leaves, who, were it not for this, would never lawfully come toge- 
cher, the occaſion of not a few Matches among a brutiſh and ruſtick ſort : 
alchough ſome there are, that from an honelier principle, looking upon 
'Divorce as evil, and honeſtly ro make good their Promiſe, with the Pub- 
lick Ceremonies compleat their Marriage, but is an argument rather of 
their gratifying a wanton defire, than of compliance only with the ends 
of Nature in it, and for which (as ſhall be proved in the qth. SeRtion) it 
isenjoyned ; and that not only Contra&s in Matrimony, which are fin- 
ful, adulterous, inceſtuous, &c, but tollen and: illegal Weddings, or 
that are not ſolemnized before a Congregation, ire bur improperly rer- 
med Marriages by reaſon there is ſome contra, bur are not comprehen- 
ded in our definicion of ir. 

Theſe are the chiefeſt Abuſes of Matrimony, and more there are, 
which I (hall not here inſiſt on z therefore we need not wonder, that a- 
monglt ſo many bad Matches, which ſucceed ill, there are few very good 
ones, and ſo many in every corner on the Stool of Repentance, that are 
wiſe too late. The advice of Friends, I confeſs, is in this matter to be 
caken ; a ſvicable Eſtate, and Equalicy, with moderation to be looke on : 
and ic hath been obſerved, that the firmeſt and moſt durable Friendſhip is 
berwixt Equals, inſomuch that nothing can excuſe the want of this, but a 
Love either founded on Vertue, or contraſted and continued by mutual 
Endearments, and Obligations, and'of ſuch a nature as ſecures the mind 
againſt what may happen ; yer ſeeing this falls out but ſeldom, and 1s 
the priviledge bur of a few, I am not of their mind who preſcribe it 
in Matrimony as a Catho!;con, or general Receipt, or thac make it che _ 
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round thereof. Ic muſt be confeſs'd, that where ſuch a Love is, there 


' mutual Eideliry ſprings therefrom,and is entire and conſtant, more there. 


fore to be valued than Duty conlicained by Conſcience only, or by Law 
confined : the former is alſo conjugal, in reſpe& of the Laws of Muctimo- 
ny, and the Cuſtom of thoſe Countreys where Joyntures and Portions are 
allotted, yet ought not to be made a Mony-matter only, an1 the Bags to 
be weighed, bur ſome regard alſo to be had to the Worth 2nd 'Vertue 
of the Perſon. And ſeeing we are obliged to perform our Relative au- 
ties on higher motives and inducements than meerly thoſe of Nature, and 
whatever condition we are in, therewith to be content; it's our ſ:feft 
way-to look after a ſolid and laſting foundation, which they that arrive nor 
coin Matrimony, or fall ſhore of, are expoſed thereby ro the aflaulc of 
every Temptation, and deprived of that .comfort and felicity, which 
makes the yoke of M irciage eafie, and every condition of Life ſatisfaRo- 
ry, and pleaſant. 


SEC-E. FL 


of the Sins of the Times, ſo called, and of ſome things atjþutable, 
and ſeveral Opimons thereof. 


T- hath always been the humour of ſome men tobe juſtifying cthem- 
ſelves by the failings of others, with a Thanks be to God they are not 
as ſuch, or ſuch a on2; and where they bear any hatred or erud2e, rather 
than have nothing co ſay of them, ſhall ſupply chemſelves with fomewhat 
or other of their own forging. Ancther ſort there are, that wrelt the Scrip- 
cure to juſtify what it doth condemn, and would make the failings of 
righteous men therein recorded, an Argument for their Villanies. Bur 
how great a difference there is between the one and the other, granting 
what they profanely alledge for themſelves , and always miſapply, 1s no 
hard matter to diſcover. Bur I ſhall here only inſtance in ſome few 
things , and firſt in what every one loves, and fev refuſe, when they 
can have it on free colt, a glaſs of briskx Canary, or a cup of Ale well 
maulced. T'ne Wiſelt of men tells us, that Wine is a mocker and ftroxo Dr*;!. 
raging, and in anather-place, Look not thou upin the Wine when it « red 1» 
the cup, and giveth its colour, moving its ſelf aright ; yet a Wiſer than So- 
lomon allo'vs the uſe of ir, and at a Fealt curns Water into Wine for enter- 
tainment of the Gueſts, who had drank plentifully before; and Wine, as 
the PſalmiR expreſleth it, makes glad the heart of man, But it is an eahe 

B mat- 


matter to reconcile theſe : The firſt you ſee is meant of the immoderate 
uſe, in which reſpec ſuch as are apt to be inſnared therewith ge not ſo 
much as to look thereon ; in the other inſtances, we find a moderate uſe 
approved of, tending only to health, or mirth,. at ſeaſonable times, never 
to exceſs, and a ſober perſon, if his means will ford it, may keep ir el- 
ther in his Cellar, for the entertainment of his friends, or to take now and 
then a cordial draught. Now ſuppoſing that ſuch a one ſhould be on a 
time enſnared, and tope a cup too. much, or if it be more iÞ-1) once, this 18 
not well indeed, but a fault in him, and can be no excuſe for ſuch de- 
bauched » retches as are ſeldom ſober, bur always abu{ſng . hemſclves and 
the creaturcs. that are lent them fo: their uſe, when to Urink ove :nother 
down, 1s :n exerciſe of manhood, and a triel of itrenvth wich thein, and 
no ente:tainment, though ever ſo coiily, eſteenica of Without it, This 
commonly begins ina dinner, that ends in a diunker» bout, when by 
overcharging their ltomachs, before charged with glutcony, the $kill of 
the beſt Phylicians hath been often puzled to find a cure for the Surfeit, 
Some there are, thar this way ſpend 3 hxt ſhould maint-in their Families, 
and any thing ſhall go down with them, rather than want fuel to ſupply 
their luſt, their ſottiſhneſs being no ſmall advantage to thoſe that live by 
thelc fins, or for want of lt lie ſpunging on other men, who rather than 
20 the V702d way, Without companions like theinſelves, ſhall bear their 
exren.es, When thelr wives and children have ſcarce the benefit of a cup 
wGuen.itheirthirft, Much leſs then can the failings of righteous men, 
:ecorte: inthe Scripture for our caution, not example, be a warrant for 
:29ſe Wito imitate not their vertues, though they quote their vices, bur 
*xcec :112N in theſe, as far as they come (hort of them in the other. 

No- 10 apply this to our preſent caſe, for it is the ſame thing in mat- 
er of Opinion, as Pretice, Had 1 maintained Polygamy lawful, it 
"$2 Tifiaze in me, bur (as I ſaid then) more excuſable than of thoſe 
that allcyy thencives in worſe, Yet came to condemn What Was never 
cfter'd at, to: fu.h there were that I had todo with. WV hy ſhould they 
221k of the La'vfulneſs of things, that reckon nothing Unlawful ? men of 
aS little Conſcience as Sence , yet are good Common- wealths-men, and 
*22ſonable in their way, for a lingle W hore ſhall ſatisfie three or four of 
:hem, or mote, and the ficlt that comes ſhall be f(t ſerv'd. Theſe men 
are much the ſame to their wives, as your drones are to the hony- bees, and 
1nn:iture are no leſs, carrying -all out, but bringing nothing in, to the 
oceat detriment of their females, who labour at home for what they ſpend 
upon their Jilts abroad : Yet ſuch as theſe ſha!l take the Scripture in hand 
:0 begin an 2:2ument againſt Flurcality of Wives, bur can find — 

there 
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chere that concerns themſelves, allis well wich them, however they live 
in Adultery, or the worſt of Sins. Bur let us deſcend a while to the 
other Sex, and take a view of them, and we ſhall find ſuch women, that 
are notorious bad themſelves, the apteſt ro enquire into the failings of 
other people, The breach of Marriage hath been alight ching wich ſome, 
or a common praice ; not with very many, for the generality are ho- 
neſter, and range women have bur few fellows, for ſo the Acultereſs is 
ſtiled by one thar knew her properties, chough not by experience, (as 
may be well ſuppoſed, for there is nothing of chat nature recorded of him) 
in his Proverbs he gives us an elegant charaRer of her, and whether her 
paths lead, Chap. 2. v.17. dheis ſaid to forſake the guide of her youth, and 
the Covenant of her God, and in chapter 5. Her feer go down to death, a1d 
her ſteps take hold of hell, or the grave, for ſo it may be rendred, accor- 
ding to what we find in the 6th chapter, the Alaltereſs will hurt for pre- 
tious life, and whoſoever toucheth her ſhall not be innocent, S*-e the othe: 
paſſages in that chapter concerning her, and in the next the deſcription ot 
a Harlot in her impudence, and ſubtlety; where you may find, that Adul- 
cereſſes, by giving way to fin,arrived to that height of wickecineſs, as to 
become proſtitute, alchough theſe paſſages are by ſome raken in another 
ſenſe as well as the liceral, as ate thoſe ſayings concerning Wiſdom, in ſe- 
veral places of this Book : In the literal ſenſe they are true alſo, her feet 
ahide not in her houſe, and ſhe is ſaid to be /oud and*clamorors. How rea- 
dy are {uch women, if you obſerve them, to gad abroad, and enquire into 
che failinss of others, and to render them, if they could, as odious and as 
wicked as themſelves, reckoning themſelves ſafe when they can get ſome» 
what or other by theend to rake up dirt with, and fling it upon others, 
bewailing the ſins of the times, when they add to them in their number, 
weiohr, and meaſure. 

In the next place I (hall give you ſome obfervations of a Harlor, ſo I 
rerm her, the word Whore implying an Adultereſs as well as a Proftitute ; 
but we need not ftand upon words and phraſes, when the difference be- 
ewixt things is plain, and obvious : and it is an ill ten that the word is 
groivn ſo common in treſe times, inſonruch thir if evo 099d women fall 
out, they will (tratght way to + hncring 022 another, as if they were ambi=- 
tlous of the title, A Harlot hith been ceſcribed one thit Hroftititreg her 
body neither for love nor luſt, but for gain: by the word Proft:enre is im- 
plied her Trade, or courſe of iife, and Gain the end of ir, and in reſpe&t 
of both ſhe 18 common, "Theſe tor their wicked courſe of 11's were al- 
Ways infamous, ani men have ben ever ready to abuſe them for their 
bought love, as againft nature. And we read in Gexzr/i5 of one that was to 
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be brought forth and burne, being taken for a Harlot, chap. 38. where you 
may ſee the manner of a Harlot in thoſe days counterfeited by Thawar, 
and a rigorous proceeding from Judah, who had little reaſon to accuſe 
her, and bring her forth to pumſhment, although there was none allotted 
chem by the Levitical Law , they ought nor to be ſuffer'd amongſt the 
Iſraelites ; and we find it forbidden in theſe words, There jhall not be a 
Whore among the daughters of my people, and in the next verſe, The hire 
of a Whore,and the price of a dog (1p! not be brought into the Santluary, for 
they are both an abomination to the Lord, Deut, 23.17, and elſewhere ; yer 
that there were ſuch among them, is mote than probable by the aforeſaid 
paſſages, and ive read alſo of the Harlots that King So/owon paſt a Judg. 
ment becwixt, but ic may be thought rot ſo numercus as in our times, 
with their Pimps, Baids, and other afliftancs, too long to mention, and 
coo foul ty blot paper with. - 

In ſome Nations they were held in great accounr, as With the old Ro- 
72a,s, who prohibiced Poligamy bur allowed of Stews, ſome of their Prin- 
ces maintaining flocks of whores, and keeping them at their tables, where 
they have miniltred naked, and ſerving for the entertainment of their 
Gueſts, as you may find in their Lives. In ſome nations they were wor- 
ſhipr with Divine honours, as Flora by the Romans ; and in Cyprmm, 
where Ven hid her Temple, Hatlots were ſolemnly invocated,as Lucina, 
or Ceres, This need not ſeem firange tous, for they were Heathens, when 
with thoſe that have the mears of better knowledge, Rebels and Traitors 
Dave been canoniz'd for Saints, and as devontly prayed to as the blefled 
Virgin : Brothel- houſes and Stews have been erected, with immunities 
bellowed on them, and a tribute exacted, as an acknowledgment to their 
pious Benef:tors, With us theithouſes are ſcarce ſecure from the ille- 
cal violence of the rabble, » ho frequent them one: day, and as the whim 
takes them, are for pulling them down the next. The pretence for them 
hath been, that without theſe, Adulceries, Inceſts, &c, Would be frequent, 
ty this means prevented, a bad cure for a worſe diſtemper, ard ends in 
arſeaſe and beggary to thoſe that frequent them : and though ſome pre- 
rend, they reſort thither only to ſee the marmer of them, it is not every 
on? hath that command of himſelf, and tis better for a man to avoid a 
rempration, than to run himſelf upon it. There are too many of them 
every Where, in the Country, as well as in populous Cities, and there's 
many an honeſt man that makes a conſcience of ſheep-ſtealing, makes 
none at all of being concern'd with them. 

As for thoſe ivhich are termed Corcubines , (and now by a new name, 


Miſſes, ) the y were not for Procreation only maintained, . and was a =_ 
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ledge taken by Kings, (1 know not quo Warranto by their SubjeQs,) bur 
ſeveral Wives ——— and maintained, not only by the beſt of men, bur 
meaneRt perſons, and their children were to inherit according to their 
Birth-right, fo: Baſtards were to be excluded from the congregation till 
the tenth gener ::10n, and the Sons of Concubines only received Gifts : . 
by which it appears, that Matrimony was not celebrated in the t:king of 
them as for their Wives, but fone Contra&t by which they were taken, 
and had a right unto the bed, although their children had no claim of 
Fltate, Not only this, and Poligamy, bur the taking of a ſecond Wife 
after deceaſe ot a former, hath by ſome of the Ancients been made Fo:- 
nication, of all one with Adultery, the wrong ana injuſtice of Adukery 
never weighed ';y .zem: in what ſence it may be termed Fornication ſee 
the 5thScficn, an what might occaſion that opinion,in the gb, Bur what 
would chey then have ſaid to ſuch old Dotards, that hzving increaſed the 
world wich chilucen or grand-children, by a former wife or wives, and 
well firicken in yezrs marry, not a grave Matron to keep their houſe, or 
breed up their charge for them, but a young Virein, to ſleep in their bo- 
ſoms, or to keep their backs warm in cold weather ? Surely they would 
have bitterly exclaimed againſt this, and is no ſign of ſelf-denial in any, 
whatever they pretend to, or profeſs. Their Penance alſo for Adultery 
was in ſome places very ſevere, and for ſeveral years, or to a ſet time ex- 
aRed ; unwarrantable, had nor the licentiouſneſs of the times then re- 
quired a ſeverer diſcipline : For the adulterous and inceſtuous perſon in 
the Church of Corinth, who had committed a fin, not named among the 


: Gentiles, in taking his Fathers Wife, was to be delivered to Satan, and 


debarred the communion of the Faithful, till he rerurned by Repentance, 
and, the evil being taken away, again reflored, ; 

After this error 2nd corruption prevailing over truth, in thoſe rhac 
were given up todelufion, and a reprobate ſenſe, Marriage was mave a 
Sacrament, too holy for Prieſts to partake of it ; a policy of thoſe times, 
and was thought no wrong to their funRion, thar Matrimony be denied 
them, for Church-lands are not. inheritable , and for not anſwering the 
Law they have a Diſpenſation amongſt -chemſelves : Bur thig was an oc- 
Calion of (in to ſuch as could nor abſtain, living in whoredom for the moſt 
part ; for if they uſually kepr private Conſo:ts,: or lived in clandeſtine 
Marriage, every one had then perceived their deccit, With their ſinful 
contempr of the Lav, and the Matrimony of their Church, when not on- 


ly the meaner ſort, bur Princes, and the greateſt Perfoniges were impoſed 


upon, and Monarchs boived down their necks, the la'vs of Nature and of 


ations made void by their Decrees, Fornication thus became a ag 
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ble ſin; the crime oAdultery a mony matter, and to be bought off at a 
cheap rate, but Poligamy was an offence never to be pardoned by Chriſts 
pretended Vicar, tho Divorce diſpens'd with, to thoſe that were in his 
favour 3 Which was a great bleſſing to them, or elſe for the introduion 
of a Favoret, or for want of a pretence to put away their Wives, Some 
crime or other hath been ſuborn'd againſt them to take away their innocent 
lives,as if the taking of another Wife, the former being retained, were a 
worſe faulc, then not only Divorce, but Perjury, Murther,or any thing, tho 
never ſo contratY to the Laws of Nature and Humanity, wric inthe 
Hearts of all : Poligamy not agreeable to that ate of perfeRtion, and 
ſelf denyal required in the Goſpel, and may therefore be reprehended, 
for we are to examine things by the word of God, and judge them accoxd- 
ing to realon, nor by the falſe Notions of any, much leſs of choſe times, 
when nor only the Laity, bur inferior Clergy, were uſurpt over by their 
High Prielts, and by a Forretgn Power inſlaved, | 


BECI T5 


The partialty of ſome men to themſelves, and the vices 
to which they are gdditted. 


"JF Aving diſpatcht theſe things 1 ſhall now apply my ſelf co others, 
wh2rein I dehire no one to believe me any further then I (hall make 
thinzs out by the Scripture, either by plain proof, or reaſons thence 
deduced, and for ſuch paſſages as concern the Scum of the Earth or Hypo- 
c:ites,the Peſt of Societies, let them take them to themle!ves being defigned 
for tem, and amend what is amils, or fairly unmask themſelves that honeſt 
men may know them. The firſt thing I ſhall obſerve 1s, vhat many alledge 
in one caſe, yet tak? little notice of in others, the depravity of our heart 
and thoughts, in that of Adulcery, which they make all one with the 
aQual lin, for Math, 5,27, Te bave heard that it hath been ſaid by thoſe 
cf old, time, Thou ſhalt rot commit Adultery, and in the next. V iſe, Who- 
ſerver looketh on a Woma: to luſt aſter her, hath commuted Adultery with 
her already in hu heart: very well, our Saviour h:th ſaid it, and n» on can 
deny it to be Azultery inthe hearr, bur what then? Is itall one as 1f 
e *Ctually commirced ir, what is it ta21 torelilt acemptation to2ny lin, 
if 1c bringeth profic and advantage wich it ? If it be all ane, for the words 
of ſon people import noleſs ; yer we {ce the Laivs of God and Ma, have 
pro- 
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propounded rewards and encouragements ro the one, and have alotted 
puniſhments for the other : I conceive therefore, with ſubmiſſion to better 
judgements, Firſt, that the heart of man 1s the root of all evil, and nor 
only aRual ſins, but ſinful thoughts are culpable and forbidden. Secondly, 
hereby alſoa rule and metchod is given us, that to abRain from aRtual ns 
we mult keep our hearts clean;and we find that Davill, after the Commiſſ- 
on of this (in,defired of God a clean heart,and fincerity in the inward parts. 
T hirdly, this rule is nor given us in this alone, tho ſome men are apt to 
pick and chooſe, and rake ſo much of their duty as will ſerve their turn, 
leaving the reſt upon the hands of other men, as if it did not concern them, 
or for want of impartial conſideration therein : Fornication is alſo a (in, 
take it in what ſenſe you will, either for all manner of uncleanneſs, or in 
any other, tor the prop: iety of words is not always retained, bur promiſcu- 
ous and mixr, as to the uſe of them in moſt laugu3ges. Aduirery 15 ſome- 
times tiled Fornication, and ſometimes both are ſpititually meant ; Apo- 
ſtacy and falſe Worſhip being fiiled Fornication, a Similitude taken from 
a Womans forſaking her Husband, to which Idolatry is likened in the Old 
ano Neiv Teſtament, and that Whoredome 1s termed Fornication,s clear, 
as ao inceſt, 1 Cor, 5. being a common name for either of them, or 
altogether ; but in anſwer to them that prerend otherwiſe, Fornication is 
a fin in their ſenſe, and in which it is uſually taken in common Spee: h, 
and iSreferred co the Seventh Commandment, as a Breach of that precepr, 
as Slander and Lying to the Ninth, Thou ſhalt not bear falſe Witneſs, 
colzenage and deceit in dealing to rhe Eighth, Thos ſhalt not Steal: And 
as the learnedſt of Princes obſerves in his Baſilicon Doron, publiſhe by his 
Majeſties command, tho the generality count bur a ſmall ſin; there 1s no 
fin chat is light or ſmall ; it. is forbidden to@ifie Chriſtians on the account 
of ſcindal, and offence, as in the Synod of the Apoliles and Elders in the 
eAtis, Chap, 15, where it is made neceſſary to abſtain from Fornication 
as well as Blood, things liringled and offer'd to Idols ; for no offence was 
to be oiven to the unbelieving Jews, and it is forbidden by St. Paul in his 
Epiſties, and in other places, on the account of Purity ; as are ſeveral 


other chings aiſo, by' ſoine accounted ſmall matters. Ram, 13.13. Gal, 
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Fornication is ai ry V35afn, and a crime acknovledeed by all, 
even by the liglic ure; butas 1 f id before, this rule 1« not given 
us in this alone; as +£ it were worſe than all other fins, fo: hat dowe think 
of che in of Murther ; are not our hearts co be Jonkt to 1n the Frtt m0Mtens 
of nalice, hatred, anger, cc. an may we nor ;udge oi evil h4"its of 
vitious inclinacions, by the nature of thoſe tins to which they vave cen- 
| dence: 
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deace: and what exceeds Murther, tho Adultery comes the neareſt to ir, 
as in that of Kriah ; we multbe fo far from this lin, as not tobe angry with 
our Brother without a cauſe, nor judge him rathly;we know what our Lord 
ſaith, heis in danger of, that doth this:and altho that of Adultery is lefc with 
a bare caution, there is bur little difference, for he whoſe mind will ſerve 
him to take his Nelghbours Wife, (it may be thought) were it not for 
the La-v, would not much ſcruple to take away his life alſo,to ſecure him in 
the continuance of his fin: good Expohicors therefore render it of ſuch a luſt 
o: paſſion, as draivs with it the conſent of the will, . 

Altho as much may be aid of ſeveral other ſins, I ſhall give but one 
inſtance more, and that is, of Covetouſneſs, which 1s a luſt and concupt- 
ſcence, as well as the former, and is termed 1dolatry, becauſe covetous 
men ſer th2ir hearts upon Riches, and worſhip MMammon : ſee what our 
Saviour ſaith of this in many places, we ought not ſo much as take though 
for the morrow (in a carking and ſollicitous way as many do) at ſogreat a 
diſtance we are to keep our ſelves from covetouſne(s, and inordinate defire 
of wealth, y-t there is lictle notice taken of this ; hoy doth one brother 
endeavour to ſupplant another in their 'Trade and Dealing ; they that are 
rich,and have no need of it ? And ſone there are,who deny themſelves the 
pleaſures and comforts of life thzy might otherwiſe enjoy, yer fall as ſhort 
of true wiſdom as the voluptuous Epicure, wio wallos in riot and luxu- 
ry, anJ thinks no further then to gratify his ſence : 1 ſpeak nor of chem, 
who take a moderate .care of their Families, whichis the duty of every 
Chriſtian, but of unchacicable Miſers, who take pride in chemſelves, as 
better than other men, an1 are (o wiſe in cheir own conceits, as to turn 
the Fool upon thoſe, who apply their minds to the Studies of Wiſdom and 
Science, or take delight, @ml enjoy themſelves, in what God hath given 
them, which of all Vanities 1s the.leatt under the Sun. Eccl,2, 

] defivn brevity, or I could inſtan:e in ſeveral other fins of the heart, 
and its worth ones enquiry ; how chance theſe things are no more mind- 
ed by fone, that ſhall quote the other for every trifle, and are fo partial 
ro themſelves in things of a ike nature, Which the holy Scripture knows 
noditierence ber:vixr, equally fo:bidding them, but are little minded by 
ſome men, who in that of Aſulcery make all things alike, and knov no 
difference b2tiveen righteous Devid with Abiſhag in his Boſom, and wick- 
ed Herod with his Brothers Wife : their Sentiments are of lictle advantage 
to the cauſe? of Morality, coniderin? what alib?rty they rake in other 
matters, but areall works of the Fleſh, and ofthe Old man, waich is to 
be pur off, an1not forbiddenin the Goſpel, only as they are ſinful ; as 


Murcher, Theft, & «by che Moral Lvv,bur as the minds of men ate thereby 
: ins- 
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indiſpoſed unto heavenly myſteries, and holy Writ in many places gives 
us a Catalogue or Summary of our failings and deteAs, with ſuch fins and 
crimes we areby nature prone unto, rot as if they were all one, for the 
Laiv of God in Judicial caſes, and where it is required, makes a Ciffterence ; 
bur the depravity of our nature 1s thereby ſhown, containing in it the 
Seeds of all fin, which like noxious Weeds, of a poyſonou5 norure, are belt 
nipt inthe Bud, to prevent their growth, ,and that llate of perfeQion in 
this life we all ought to aſpire unto, according to that of our Saviour , Be 
ou perfell as your Heavenly Father « perfef. In this teſpeR,as the lealt of 
lins 1s not Venial,the beſt performances have nothing of merit in them, our 
Obedience being imperfe&;yer the diſtinAMon of the Roman Divines 25 to 
Venial and Mortal (ſins might be admitted; if they meaned thereby ſuch 
failings, as are vot inconfiltent with a State of Grace , and in reſpect of 
which the righteous man is ſaid to fall Seven times in a day, and riſcth again 
by Repentarce ; and the wicked praQtices of the unregenerare,in which good 
men never alloved themſelves, but if fallen into, their r2pcn:ance was 
eminent and ſignal in their recovery ; they did not boalt an4 glory in them, 
as too many do, who call themſelves Chrittians,burt may better title chem- 
ſelves Infidels, Atheiſts, or any thing, than Profeſſors of Chriitianity. 

Religion nor only ſuftrs by theſe, but a demurer ſorc, who dreſs up the 
faults and vices of other menin Bear-skins to be baired, that the Eyes of 
the croud may be drawn off from themſelves, and no notice taken of their 
innocent practices: Such are fraud and deceit in dealing, extortion and 
oppreſſion of the poor, ſlander and officious lying, which ſome are very 
expert iIn;z to ſay nothing of Pcide, which inclines them to be vilifying 
others,and exalting themſelves, And « hat fine names have they got where- 
with to gnild over their darling Corruprtions, and conceal chem from the 
view of the world ? for as the former perſons, againſt whom theſe for 
che molt exclaim, becauſe their (ins are more perceptible co the vulgar 
ſort, and eaſier to make a noiſe wich, account Fornication but a trick of 
youth, profane Swearing an Ornament, or Grace of Speech, and Drunken- 
neſs good-Fellowſhip: theſe writing after their Coppy (hall rell you, what 
1s all this but Frugality, or a provident care for themſelves and Families, 
a friendly parc in a Makebate, commendable cunning, to ſhifr in the 
world, Theſe, tho they are wiſer than Serperts, are not ſo innocent as 
Doves, but rather like ravenous Harpies and Birds of prey, fly ac :I1 that 
comes near chem, and whatever they can ſeize on, 1s their ovn, however 
they come by ir, letting (lip no occalion, however ſo injuſt, ro promote 
their incereſt ; alcho compariſons are odious, where there is neither good, 
its eaſy co demaniirate hoiv contrary theſe things are tathe will of our 
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Creator, revealed in his word, to which we ſhould in all things con» 
form our ſelves, and tothe attribures of that perfeRion we are to imitate, 
as well as adore in the prafice of mercy, in truth, and juſtice, I ſhall 
recommend to them the peruſal of the Fifreenth Pſa/m, where they 
may ſee, Who they are that ſhall abide in the Tabernacle of the Lord, and dwell 
in bis holy Hill, and to other places of that Book, where it appears, what 
was then the temper of Holy men, who hzd an equal reſpe& toall Gods 
Commandments : and 1s not the praQtical part of Religion the ſame now 
as then, for the Moral Lw is not aboliſht. But 16 any ſhall obje&, there 
are but fev that live upto this ; to ſuch I anſver, they are nor a ſew, that 
ſfncerely endeavourit, and altho in one reſpe& or other the beſt of men 
fall ſhort of their duty, they are nor juſtified by the works of the law, buc 
by the righteouſneſs which 1s of Faith ; and for the weakelt of Chriſtians 
there is great difference berween ſuch, and thoſe who perform no religious 
duties, publick or private, but make a ſcoff and derifion ar every thing 
that is ſacred, 


SECT. LV. 
The Inſtitution of Marriage, and why it oftimes ſuccedeth ill. 


Arriage is the Law of Nature, for Propagation of Mankind ; For 

Goa having Created every livirg Creature after its kind, created 

Man aftey his own Image, Gen, 1, 27. ' And God bleſſed them, and ſaid unto 
them, be frunful and multiply, and veplentſh the Earth : the like Bleſſing 
we alſo tind pronounced to Noak and his Sons, after the Flood , although 
:.neſe pl2ces hive been wreſted by evil men to ſerve their luſt. Fornication 
vas neve: inſtiruted, bur proceedeth from. the evil of our hearts, and 


ihows the depravity of our narure, in this and other things corrupt; ac-. 


cording to that of the Pſalmiſt, an thats in honour, and abideth not, is 
vecome bike the Beaſts that periſh. The command is to Increaſe and Mul- 
tiply, but how? Emery thing accordixg to their kind: the Brutes ob- 
ſerve their Seaſons by a natural inſtinR, the like may be ſaid of Vegetables, 
they have their ſeveral ways of propagating their kind ; and that Axiom 
aere takes place, ati cujnſlibet res ef admodum exiſtentie, How falſe chen 
is that which I have heard ſome affirm, That were ic not for the Law that 
bounds them, men would procreatelike other Greatures, or come together 
like Beaſts : they never well examine things that aſſert this ; how injurious 
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is it to the dignity of humane nature,unleſs they mean chereby ſome other 
Law belides a civil conſtitution, by which their luſts ace regulated, eicher 
by the laiv of Nature, which ſhall be furtherexplained, or by a natural 
defice or paſſion,which is not to all women in common? And from whence 
proceeds thoſe Solemn Oaths and Vos that are uſual with Lovers, and a 
Contra, as the learned Gretim obſerves, me tam Santflum animal homo ex 
incerto Semine naſcatur ; and further he ſaith, Lex Hebrea uns viro plures 
concedit uxores, Which he proves from ſeveral places in rhe Old Tefiament, 
which doth not prove chat Poligamy is founded in nature, bur chat men 
by the Law of Nature were not limited to one woman , therefore not 
forbidden by the Hebrew Law, which, as he well obſerves, Omnem Spurci- 
tiem inhibet ; their Lav being in this agreeable to this La'v of Nature, 
which 18 Marriage, of which the Breach is forbidden in the Seventh 
Commandment, | 


 Thereaſons why this liberty is now reſtrained, I ſhall give ou 1n the 
next Section ; and it is apparent that in theſe corrupte: tines, With too 
many, Were It not for the Laivs of Matrimony, there would be neither 
Miſtreſs nor Wife, but their defires would be boundleſs ; but they 
lived more according to nacure in the firſt and purelt ages of the world. 
For Marriage 1isanitural conſticution, honourable in all, and Matiimony 


. not apermitlion, as ſome ignorantly ſuppoſe, to ſatisfy their luſt, but an 


Evidence of conjugal love, when according to laiv they are pronounced 
Man and Wife, the Solemnelt ation of their lives whereon their well oc 
ill being very much depends ; when ſuch zs are led by falſe notions thereof, 
or an implicir faith therein, againit nature, which are equally pernicious, 
chey may debauch chemſelves thereby,and if undone by ir,they may aa part 
chank themſelves. So true it is that there is a Law of Nature in this reſpe&, 
and that our deſires are to be regulated according to equity and juſtice, 
which they thar deny, crying out, waar do youtalk of Nature or the Moral 
Lw, as it they were aboliſhed, make way hereby for the profane notions 
of Libertines and Atheiſts, who term Matrimony, a trick to gee Money, 
and a crafty invention of the Prieſts, 

When God had planted a t3acden in Edex,and placed Man thereip, the 
Woman was there formed, and Wedlock inſtituted in theſe words : They 
two ſhall be one Fleſh; and becauſe ſhe was taken out of Man, for that reaſon 
he (hould forſake Father and Hother, and cleave unto his Wife : Wedlock 


you ſee was ordained in Paradice,and Monagamy, which excludes Bigamy, 


as well as Voligamy, Founded in Grace ; and by the fail of our firſt Parencs, 
and their Expultion out of Paradice,with their holy and happy Stare there- 
C 3 | in 
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in expired, by our Saviour, who came to reſtore mankind; their loſt 
happineſs, recommended to his Diſciples, and by St. Pas! enjoyned. 

But Marriage took place, or rather continued in force, when that holy 
and hippy Stare of our firſt Parents was expired ; good men and bad marry- 
ing andgiven in Marriage, though amongſt the latter rhis Law of Nature in 
ſome places was almoſt ExtinR,either by Fornication, or by unnatural luſt, 
as amongſt che men of Svdoms, or by both ; an inſtznce of which we have in 
che firit of the Romnans,of the Gertiles,that retained not God in their know- 
ledee, and were therefore given unto vile affcRions:amongli good men,this 
Lai was moſt conſpicuous, which. made Folivamy ufed by ſome 
for increafe of the world, and by others who took unto them Wives 
of thoſe they liked beſt : Bur it was a bad choice when the Sons of God 
went in unto the Daughters of men, and although there was a great liberty 
taken by good men Drs yer not by all ; for holy Job ſays thus of 
himſelf, that he never locked on a Maid, and the like may be ſaid of 
others, Who were in this reſpe& perfe&R, or like the Children of the 
Reſurrection, werther marrying, nor giving in Marriage : we find alſo thar 
Macches made by Proxy are very ancient, as that for /ſace by Abrahams 
Servant, by whom the Contra& was made for him, and Rebeckah being 
taken into his Tent became his Wife. 

The world increafing, deſpotick power in all Families at length ceaſed ; 
Dominion, which 1s founded in Nature, ſetled in each Precint; and Moe 
nirchy, the moſt natural of Goverments, for the preſervation of each com- 
munity e{tzblith'd, as may be made appear from ſeveral places in $ ereſis, 
"hen tae. Earth was repleniſh'c ?frer the deluge ; Marriage became the 
Care or ihe Laws, and publick Ceremonies required as an Evidence 
thereof ; Which in all Nations is termed marrying or taking to 
Wife, and though performed with different Rites and Ceremonies, ac- 
cording to the ſeveral religions and cuſtomes of Countries ana Nations ; 
ome of them very firange, and not material here to be inſerted, The 
word Wie hath been appropriated only to ſuch as were by the publik 
Cerenonmes Contracted, which were uſually Solmnized with a Feſtival ; 
thoſe that were taxen by ſome other C ontract but half Wives, as they are 
dy ſome rerincd, the publick Rires, being the Evidence of Conyugal love. 

Among Ch:iſtians the Rites ef celebrating Matrimony has been dif- 
ferent, 2ccording to their ſeveral perſwaſions ; With the Papiſts by their 
Ritual, and by the Quakers in their Meetings ; who to do them no wrong, 
have a publick Evidence amongſt themſelves, and are ſo far in the right, 
char Matrimony ought to be performed in a Chriſtian manner, and before 
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this Nation that it hath been done before a Juſtice of Peace, and the Banes 
publiſht in the Marker-Place, and now by a Miniſter, accoraing to the 
Form preſcribed in the Service Book, and amonrgft all, Matrimony hath 
been celebrated in one manner or other. There are ſeveral Laws alſo rela- 
ting thereto, from which none are exempt, and 1s to be performed by all, 
becauſe of Lepgility by which Children inherit, 2nd the negleR of 
ir, Where it may be had, is an arguirent of no Conjugal love, bur that they 
are becotten in Fornication, and are Vaſtards, or in a Contra& withour ic - 
as natural Sons. As to our Form of Matrimony it 1s to be obſerved by all 
men, as appointed by Law ; and let me further add, that the Decrees of 
the Church are to be ſubmirred ro in this, all muſt confeſs, at leaſt 
that profeſs themſelves her Sons, and of the fame Communion , 
as it is requifd by the Laws of the Realm, or the Canons of the 
Church ; __ that Marriage may be binding as to Law, Conſcience, and 
Nacure, 

Now that Matrimony by the Laiv of Nature is enjoyned isevident, and 
that ſome things are forbidden alſo, as by the Moral Law, I ſhall not here 
inftance in ſuch things of this nature , that are various by the 
Laws of Matrimony, which has been different, and in all Countries not 
alike ; and a judgement may be drawn of them, according to the condition 
of humane life ; but we find forbidden by the Law of Nature Adulterous 
embraces, as a criminal wickedneſs, as alſo are inceſtuous luſts, within 
certain degrees of Conſanguinityz W horedome or Proftitution as againſt 
Nature, Rapes, forced Matches, and any Contrat in Matrimony, with- 
out a laful or rational ground thereof, which is a good will and liking 
in Marriage, confirmed by advice and conſent of Parents, therefore cermed 
a choice, of which molt people have Experience tharwre not vitioufly 
oiven, though it can” always be had even by choſe that endeavour it, ac- 
cording to that of the Preacher : He that findeth a Wife findeth a good th:ng, 
and obtaineth Favour of the Lord, Thar there is ſuch a love1s undeniable, 
and different from luſt, which is commonly withour it, and for \\ hich a 
remedy 1s allivays at hand, and may be had any where ; but they that 
ſhall ſeek for a cure of Love in that way or method, may no where have it ; 
(and becauſe I ebſerve by ſome men it is made a Plea for their wickedneſs, 
I ſhall again diſcourſe of ic inthe Ninth Se&ion) bur to prevent cavil, 
ſhall here give one inſtance of it out of ſacred writ : Was it amereluſt 
for which the Patriarch ſerved Seven years for Rachel? and ir ſeemed to 
him. but as a few days, for the love that he had to her ; and when he had 
fulfilled her Weeks, he took her co Wife alſo, as well :s Leah, the other 


Women he had Children by , not-his Wives, bur Servants ; and although 
ſacred 
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ſacred Hiftory doth mention unequal love to-ſeveral women by one man, 
not chen diſallowed of ; yer this could'nor be in one woman to ſeveral men, 
becauſe againſt nature,unleſs che dittinAion of Superiority were taken away, 
and they could ceaſe from being the weaker Veſlels ; and impoſſible, as 
for a Servant to ſerve two Matters z by permiſſion he may, reſerving his 
obedience who hath a propriety in him, or he may ſerve ſeveral, whoſe: 
incercils are one and the ſame ; which can never be here, in regard of the 
ditlinAion of offspring and family taken from che man , but is uncercain 
and promiſcuous, by Fornication, of Proſtitutes, or of them that break 
their ConcraR of Eſpouſals. 

It hath been obſerved, and I wiſh I could call to mind the Author, 
who may better expreſs it : Imention it as an acknowledgement to any, 
that upon another occaſion hath concurred with me 1hopinion, which I 
mult therefore give you in my own words : Their love 1s reciprocal in the 
nature of it, no. taking its date ſo much from amorous defice and paſſion, 
as cauſed by that of man, from whorh 1s derived their original and ex. 
rration, W hat exceeds this 1s blameable, and exceſs in nature, dee 
generating into thar of the other Sex: its an ill fign when the love of 
Men ſhall be lighted, by thoſe who are ready to rigg on others, thar 
regard them no further then to ſatisfy their luſt ; and 1c may be for that 
neither, were ir not for their White or Yellow Bleſſings which \ carries 
chem off : Thar it is not alivays had in Matrimony needs no further proof, 
or 'that ſome men are unſucceſsful, that endeavour it when the weaker 
Veſſels are warpt. Icisa common fault with them, that ſuch as come as 
Suicors, ſhall be lighted on that account, or ſerve for the diverſion of 
them, and their Companions ; and the rather if they are civil perſons, 
recommended by their friends. "This is an unpardonable faulr in a man, 
and crime enough to expoſe him to the greateſt contempr as may be, 
- With ſuch as, were there faults writ in their Foreheads, might be accounted 
no virtuous perſons ; but ſome allowance may be made them for ſcoffing 
and jearing, a commendable thing in a woman. ; 

Another ſort there are, that love to be courted and admired by all, 
paſſing away their yourhful days in mirth and jollicy, hating the thoughts 
of being confined to a Family, or the cares of a married life ; and if it 
were upon a good account it vere very well, and co be accepted againſt 
by none: Theſe tho they hold not the name of a Suitor in ſo much de= 
rifion as the former, yet the thoughts of a Husband 1s ſo frighrful co chem, 
chat the mentioning of a mans name in that behalf ſhall render him as 
odious as may be; and then how long muſt they be waited on, e're 
accels be gained, or a man ſhall be taken notice of as a Servant ; and 
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ſome men there are, and thoſe not a few, that after a tedious court}ip 
_ addreſs, to their no ſmall coſt, are diſcarded only to make way for 
others. 

Bur ſome one may reply, Do the aforeſaid perſons never matry, 
ſeeing there are fery that marry not either firſt or laſt? Yes, withour 
doubr they may, that they are Fleſh and Blood as well as others,there's na, 
queſtion to be made of it ; for if they are not fooled and drawn aſide by 
cheir iccegular defires, which Matrimony iMhade a Cloak for, and their 
Relations forced to conſent to it againſt their Wills, they may watt far 
Preferment, which they ſometimes meer with, when their Friends muRt 
matry alſo for the ſame reaſon, or take a thing called a Wife becauſe 
they want one : and not a few there are of either Sex, that having been 
much wronged by.the fickleneſs and inconſtancy of their Lovers, put 
themſelves to grievous Pennance for their ſake, with reſolutions never 
to marry ; When a match offers its ſelf ſoon forgor, "Theſe are in part 
the cauſes of thoſe abuſes in Mtriinony, mentioned in the firlt Section ; 
when ſo few there are that marry on a virtuous account, and come together 
in the Lord, according to his appointment, in a ſolemn and religious 
manner; that love is frequently wanting, which is the only ground in 
nature or reaſon for the returns of kindneſs in a woman ; but is always, 
or Yor the moſt part pretended. Hence it is that our Marriages are ſo 
corrupt, and if theſe evils could be once redrefſed, Polteamy and Divorce 
would have leſs warrant than they have, being forbidden without the: 
obtaining of that Purity, which by their prohibition is defigned. 


A. 


SECT. V. 
Of Polgamy, and Divorce. 


Hat Divorce is in ſome caſes forbidden, is plain by the words of ou: 
Saviour, in anſver te a queſtion of the Phariſees ; for there was a 
corrupt cuſtome amongft the Jews, as you may find in the Writers of 
their Anciquities, to change their Wives, or for {light cauſes to put chem 
away, martying others: the Phariſees came and asked ou; Saviour this 
queſtion, Whether it were lawful for a max to put away by Wife for every 
Cauſe, Math, g. 3. Mark to. 2, Chriſt not only anſwers them as to the 
man, bur the woman alſo, although the woman had never any power 


to put away her Husband , nor permiſſion for it , yer (he might on 
this 


— 4 — - — — 
——__ —_———— _ annandt 


(13) 

his by departing frem her Husband, and in that putting him away ; 
bat Cbriſt cellech them it was permitted chem by Hoſes for the hardneſs 
of their hearts, that is for a man to put away his Wife (bur that this 
perinifſion ſhould extend to every flight or evil cauſe that che Jews then 
put a vay their Wives for, cannot be thence infer'd) And he that puts away 
bes Wife and marrieth another commutteth Adultery in ſo doing, or, as our 
Saviour in his Sermon on the Mount, mentioning only Divorce, cauſeth 
her to commit . Adultery, War putting away their Wives they were 
forced cither to marry again, or betake themſelves to other men for want 
of maintenance ; and their Husbands by putting them away commirted 
it themſelves, being acceſſory thereto; as David, though he {lew not 
Kriah with his own hand, committed Murther by expoſing him to that 
danger, which aſcertained his death: and when they put away their 
Wives they frequently marryed ſuch as were Divorc't., which was an 
evil Cuſtome, and not much bettered by a Laiv in ſome Countries, where 
Divorces have been frequent ; that to prevent Spurious iflue, the women 
thould noc mircy until certain Months after their Divorce were paſt, 
bur Chrilt relleth them, that ic was not ſo from the beginning ; and in 
reproving thereof uſzth the ſame words by which Wedfock was ordained. 
Gen. 2.24. And hereby recommended to his Diſciples. 

This beginning alſo may be taken from the cime that this was permnnc- 
red them, that is, when their Liv was given by /oſes ; and in either 
ſenſe ic was not ſofrom tbe beginning, nor, as we may obſerve, by holy 
and g004 men uſed : as we find by Faceb, though Leah was fraudulently 
even him, he put her not away ; and when Mical the wife of David 


was taken fron him, he &mmired nor Aduitery therevy, though ſhe. 


live4 in it, for afcer this, when he came to the Kingdom, he took her 
again to wife. From whence w2 may gather, that this evil cuſtom of Di- 
vorce Was not from the beginning, nor uſed by good: men ; and char 
Chciit, who vas full of picty and conpathon unto all, approved not there- 
of, And we may futther obſerve, that his Diſciples ſaying unto him, /f 
the caſe be ſo with a man and his wife, it ts not good ta ma-ry, he ſaid unto 


them, every one Cann receive this ſaying, but thry to whomt is given: He 


further tellech chem, (this need not ſeem (o {trange, or hird a matter to 
them,) thar ſome are mide Eunuchs by men, ſ»me are fo natwrally, and 
ſome have made themſelves Eunuchs for the Kingdom of Heaven's ſake, 
By miltake of this Text, and other places of Holy Wrir, che Chriſtian 
wo-ld has been filled with divers Orders of Religious, bur that choſe 
words relite to the timz preſen* or paſt 1s clear, and they were not then 


in being, buc thzre was x $2R of the Phariſees ſo preciſe on this up” G6 
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that they would (hut their ey*s when chey went forth of doors, left they 
ſhould {ee a woman 5 bur how zealous they mighc.be on this reſpe& come 
you to theis works. of Devotion and Piety, and you ſhould have found 
chem making of long Prayers, to devour Widows houſes with violence and 
oppreſſion in their hands. 1 deny noc bur in the Apoſtles times there were 
holy men and women dedicating themſelves co the Service of God, and 
the Church, leading a ſingle life, voluntary, not compelled, and the like 
we alſo find- among the [ſraehices. We read of eAnne a Propheteſs, and a 
widdow of great age, Who departed not from the Temple, ſerving God with 
Faſting and Prayers day and _— Luke 2.36. And the holy fate of Vir- 
ginity and Widdows in the Primitive Church was greatly eſteemed. 
There were alſo holy Monks and hely Hermics, driven inco delſerc places 
by Perſecution, or leading a ſolicary life ; bur Superſiition and Abuſes 
crept in berime, Religion being placed therein, and the Monks taking 
upou them the holy funRion, was the occaſion of great contention be- 
eween them and the Secular Prieſts, who were in Hae places excluded 
from their Beneſices by the Patrons of Monkery, and at length Muriage 
denied them, for which they can bring no Scripture-proof. 

From the next words immediately following, be that is able to receive it, 
let bins receive ut, we may obſerve, That as ſome Learned men make 
thoſe words of our Saviours a Prohibition in all caſes except Fotnication, 
and the Reman Divines run it ſo high, as if it were an Article of our 
Creed, not to be called in queſtion, though it hath been diſpenſed with 
by them as before-mention'd, yer all do not ſo receive ir. I couldgive 

ou the opinions of very knowing men of the Laity , and Divorces have 
\hork confirmed for other cauſes than Adultery by Clergy-men of the 
Church of England, and by ſome of ths Diflencers hath been held lawful, 
when the ends of Marriage are not anſwer'd, as well for mutual Sociery, 
and comfort of Life, as procreation of children. This 1s nor only the 
private opinion of ſome fey perſons: the foyſſin Chriſtians, that forthe 
largeneſs of their Terricories, and early converſion to the Faith are infe- 
rior co none, cheir cufton was, that Mrriages ſhould be difſoluble at the 


pleaſure of parties, till by ths Fathers of che mithon, ſenc thither to re- 


concile th:m to the Church of Rome, they were made irrevocable, unleſs 
by Diſpenſation, ar Sentence, as is to be (een in an account of the Tranſa- 
Kions of the Jeſuics, and other Emiſſaries there, colleRed out of #arſteb : 
and Ludolphws, in his Hiſtory of Erhiopie, gives ic as the opinion of tbe 
Alexandrian Church, The reaſon why it hath been ſo taken 1s, becauſe 
it 1s not dire&Aly but ' by conſequence forbidden, as our Saviour giverh 


reaſons to his Diſciples to difilwade them from it, in-his Sermon on the 
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Mount, were he purgeth the Law of the corrupt Gloſſes of the Phariſees. 
From the whole we may gather, tht not enly Divorce, but Separatipg 
for a time, without maintenance, is ſinful ;- ati that eyery one, as'far as 
he can atrain-thereto, is fommake good his:ContraR.. - + rents 

Now upon what account 1t 1s forbidden 'ts apparent, not as ſome men 
fancy, and as the ignorant and untearhed, 'who'think "it Was 566d," or no 
harm init before che coming of Chriſt for men to put away their wives, 
bur evil ſince ; nor wherein Religion is cofhcetned more now than ic was 
then, and forbidden for the ſake of thar, 2s ſome thipgs have, that were 
elſe indifferent for their rendence in that reſpeR; as marrying, cr going 
in unto women, of their neighbors,who were Idolaters,or the making any 
league With them, was forbidden unto the /ſraetires, left they ſhould be 
drawn-into Idolatiy thereby ; when in Sitrim, by fornication with the 
AMidiauitſh womarr, ſent thither by the advice of Ba/zami to entice them 
to lin, they were joyned to Baalpeoy, ſacrificing and. bowing down unto 
their Gods, for which the anger of the Lord vas kindled againſt chem ; 
and after this againſt So/omyon, when by his {irange wives he was drawn to 
1dolatry, building them high places for their Gods near the 'Temple of 
che Lord, tranſereſſing his commandment therein, for which the King- 
dom was rent from him and given to his Servant ; and after this againſt 
Ahab, Aſa, ?nd Fehoſophar, Kings of Iſrael 2nd Judah, theſe thinzs hav- 
ing been forbidden them as tending to corruptions in religion; and wore 
ſhip ; bur our Saviour reproveth Divorce, as the cauſe of Adulrety, for 
greater Furity in wedlock. We may farther obſerve, as the hard-hear- 
red Jews then abuſed that permiſſion of Aoſes, for (light cauſes putting 
away thelr \1ves, there are not a few in our days that abuſe our conſtraint, 
never valuing what unadviſed matches they make up, ſo they-maythave an 
advantage by-it, though never ſo much againſt the will and pleaſure of 
Parents, or unſatisfying to either of the parties, from whence adulteries 
and other evils oft proceed, as vexatious Laiv-ſuits, differences and divi- 
fions berivixt Relations, and no end of their care and trouble ; and to this 
they are incouraged by our confinement, 2ood in irs ſelf, but is thus abu. 
ſed ro the undoing of many. 

Poligamy, which I ſhall next creat of, of women there can be no ſuch 
thing, becauſe againſt nature, Amongſt the ancient Pricas»s we read of 
ſeveral men living together with one woman, and with near relations in 
inceſt ; a barbarous cuſtom ! bur as they were Heathens, whar kind of 
people they were, and the manners of them, is to be ſeen in (ſar's Come 
ment, Tacitz, and other writers ; bur this was Whoredom, nor Po- 
ligamy, which was allowed in the beſt of Common.,wealths,and uſed « 
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never ſaw any thing on this ſubjet, which if granted, would p:ove uſeleſs 
to molt, 

Br that which ſeemeth to me of greateſt weight againſt it, is: this, 
That if man had continued in the fiate of Innocence, there had been no 
other \way of propagating Mankind, but by inſeparable union of Male and 
Female, which had not then been diflolved by death. On this account 
the opinion of ſone of the Fathers 1s not withont ground, that condemn 
Bigamy as well as Poligamy, but the making them: all one with Adultery, 
is as groundleis as-any thing 1g the world ; and then what allowances have 
| been on. this cccount, haye been in condeſcention to our frailty, or as the 
| condition of human life may require z-not evil, or ſinful, though not ac- 
| cording to that Inſtitution of Wedlock, which: had continued by Mono- 

gamy in the ſtare of Innocence : and then, were it not for the abuſes of 
Matrimony, Divorce would be-uſelels, : and Poligamy is more unwatran- 
cable now than in times palt, ſeeing the Precepts of Chriſt tend to reduce 
us in this, as in other things, tothar ſtate. of: perfeion and purity frem 
whence we are fallen, and the Lys that fotbid.it,: where Chriſtianity is 
received, and with us in force. | ; | - 
- But they that hold, for a lingle man to go in unto a woman, is but For- 
nication inhim, whatever x, be in her ; or if a man cemmic a faule, his 
wife may as \vell do the lame , I need nat give my ſelf the trouble to re» 
fure them ; for if it exe all one, the failings of 6ne could be no plea for 
the other : The firlt are perſons debauchr, and-profane, for the: molt patt 3 
the latter, though they thut our an egeMy at one doar;: tet him _ in more 
| * dan- 
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dangerouſly at another ; for vitious Men connde;-50t 16 micu tne Evil 
of their aKiong, as ſhame, and diſgrace, or to ſave charge, and expence, 
bur when they ſhall be on all hands encourag'd, what can we expe bue 
inundation of fin, and of ſuch a nature, that amongſt others, haſined thoſe 
judgments, that were pronounced 2gaintt the impenitent Jews by their 
Prophets. Is nor their Idolatry, the worſt of evils, compared to the 
whoredowms of 4 woman in forſaking her hucband, and'their Seducers likened 
to fed horſes neighing after their neig hbours wrves, | envy not to women 
cheir laws of Dower, and other priviledges, with that reſpec and free- 
dom they enjoy here with us, beyond what they-do in other places. The 
firſt 1s a mere Grant, the vertue of their wives obteined it of our Ance- 
Rors, and was wiſely by them EnaRed in the favour of women ; burwere 
they generally ſo bad, as ſome men have made them in their ſcurrilous 
Inveaives, which their Pamphlers are full of, they are in a fair way of 
looſing their Charter : bur for the latter, it is our dury ; that civil uſage 
and reſpe&, we here give them, is moſt Chriſtian, 2nd bumane, and no 
more than what they deſerve ; but they that ſhall ſer them in all reſpeas 
on equal ground with their husbands, can plead neither Law,nor Preſcrip- 
tion 1n their favour, unleſs of their own making, which no vertuous and 
' loyal Wife will ever give them thanks for. But in anſwer to ſuch as judge 
of things, not as they are, but as repreſented, by the falſe PerſpeRives of 
their Fancies, that can create mountains out of mole-hills, and when it 
ſerves their turn dwindle chem into Atoms, I muſt premiſe two things, 
co judge of ſome matters by. 

3. That che Morality of things are the ſame now as- ever, and are unal- 
cerable, and cannot be chang'd, This is no private opinion of my own, but 
of all, or moſt Caſuiſts ; that I may explain my ſelf, hereby is meanc the 
nature of any aRton, as ir reſpe&s moral good, or evil,vertue, or vice. 

2. Thar a thing may be ſaid ro be materially, or in the nature of it 
evil, or to be ſo by prohibirtton. This being well underſtood, will ſerve 
co clear other paſſages beſides this. Bur to the matter in hand : If a mar- 
ried man commit a faulr, or ſhould take an other wife, a woman may 29 
welt do the fame : for ir is juſt and reaſonable in their account, and all 
one With them. A fingle man, by going in unto a married woman, doth 
not commit Adultery 1n ſo: doing, it is bur Fornication in him , and whate 
ever it be in her, their love, good nature, or ſomewhat or other ſhall ex- 
cuſe it; for there is nothing ſo unjuſt, or wicked, but ſome men will 
find a plea for it, Bur in anſwer to them, I grant, Poligamy,and Divorce, 
either, or both, are forbidden for the abuſe of it, or for greater purity : Bue 


there are many learned men ſay, they are not, and'that Divorce may be 
diſpens'd 
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diſpens'd with for weighty cauſes. Others bitterly inveigh againſt it, 
following therein tboſe, who make Marriage a Sacrament. And there is a 
third opinion of very learned men, exceeding rational, that miſtake nor as 
ſome have, 'who affirm Poligamy permitted to the Jews for the hard- 
neſs of their hearts, or that the people of God lived in fornication to in- 
Creaſe the world ; yet they approve not of Divorce unleſs for Adultery, 
bur that Poligamy for a weighty cauſe might be had, as ſome things have 
been diſpenſed with, though forbidden. Bur the Law grants no Diſpen- 
ſation, and the faults of a man and his wife are on this account all one, as 
of thoſe that are ſingle; but in the nature of the thing there is great 
difference, as is ſuſficiently diſcovered by the light of Nature, the Laws 
of God and Man, before and fince Chriſt,and the reaſons on which thoſe 


Laws of Prohibition and Penalty are grounded. 


S E C T. V I . 
Adultery what it 15, and how forbidden by the Moral Law. 


"A 5 the fin of Murther is the higheſt Breach of the Commandments 

A of the ſecond Table, which containes our duty to our Neighbour, 
this of Adultery is with good reaſon thought to be the next, and we find 
It forbidden in theſe words, Thou ſhalt not commit Adultery, thow ſhalt not 
cover thy Neighbours Wife, and Bereby is meant the defileing our Neigh- 
bours Bed, or going in unto his Wife ; and by our Neighbour, eve- 
ry one whomſoever, far or near, that ſtand related to us, as Men or 
Chriltians. Luke 10.29, Amonglt the ſeveral Curſes that were pronoun- 
ced to the children of /ſrae] co deter them from their fins, and bring them 
to repentance, we find theſe, Curſed is be that ſmites bis Neighbour ſecretly, 
Cnrſed i4 be that removes his Neighbowrs Land: mark ; each of them Breaches 
of the Moral Law, againſt which theſe Curſes were ptonouncgd, He that 
could pretend to remove his Neighbours Land-mark, might as well lay 
claim to his Wife ; bur if he aQually defiled her, ler him bewho he 
would, married, or ſingle, thete was but one Law for them : He char 
commuteth Adultery with his Neighbours Wife, the Adalterer as well « the 
Adgltereſi ſhall ſurely be put to decth. This Law was in force till the time 
of our Saviour , though others of the like authoricy were made void, by 
Traditions of the Elders : for we read of the Woman taken in Adultery, 


and brought unto him by the Phariſces ; ChiiRt delivers her out j- _— 
ands, 
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hands, by telling them, He that mas without ſin ſhonid caſt the firſt lone at 
her ; her crime'is not thereby 1eflened, bur the Son of God on this, . and 
other occaſions, char we meet with in the Goſpel, declared his power on 
earth to torgive ſins, and-to take away the penalty due unto them, with 
his compaſſion and readineſs to abſolve and pardon all that repent, and 
forſake them. Þ And by this was the hypocriſy of che Phariſees reprehen- 
ded, and deteQed, who urging the ſeverity of the Law againſt others, 
never looked home unto themſelves : though this was no Mote in the 
womans eye, there wasa beam in theirs, as to the JudiCial laws of the 
Iſraelites, though they are not in force to Chriſtians, meerly as ſuch ; 
that the Moral Law is aboliſhed, none ever held but Antinomians, Ran- 
gers, Oc, who commir all manner of iniquicy, with greedineſs, and {in that 
grace may abound. And is 1t not ſaid of their Statutes, Der. 4, 7. What 
Naticn is there, that hath Statutes and Fudgments ſo righteow, as thoſe that 
were (et before them? And an Argument only thence deduced, ts of great 
weight to Chriftians, who acknowledge the Divine Original and Autho- 
rity of the Five books of Moſer, and is a good medium to prove a Theſis 
by, and brings more than a probabliry with ic. Bur we will go farther 
than this ; and toprevent cavil -about Words and Expreſſions, the ſame 
being uſed as to different things, as was before alledged, I ſhall ſhew 
what Adultery is, and in what ſenfeic1s taken, as to matter of Law, and 
Guilt, tvo diltin& things, yer one depending on the other, for withpilg a 
Law there can be no knowledge of Sin, 
For matter of Guilr I ſhall give you an Inſtance, that diſcovers what 
the ſentiments of the Gentiles were, a$ to theſe things iby the light of 
Nature, \who had the Laiv written in their hearts, of whom tne 2:polile 
ſaith, Rom. 2. Doing by Nature the things contained in the Law, theſe nat 
having the Law are a Law wnto themſe/ves. - And. we need go no further, 
for a proof of rhe Law of Nature, before the Moral Laiv was given, ſome 
knowledge whereof was written in their heaxts, draivn and colleQed from 
the outward appearances and ſtate of things vithout-them, and. as far as it 
was thus pgrceived the meaſure of their duty, unto God, and cheqaſelves, 
and their fellow-creatures. ! We have a notable inſtance of this zecorded 
Gen, 20, When Abraham ſojourned at Gerar,: the Kipg of. that place (1 
dare not call him an Heathen Prince, becauſe it is-ſaid, the fear of G od was 
there) had raken his wife from him: God appears to him in a dream, cel- 
ling him, 7hou art but a dead man, for the woman, thou haſt taken, 1s ane- 
ther mans wife ; he excuſes not himſelf by a plea of Love ana Paſſion, 
(though ſhe was a fair woman, ) but in the integrity of my heart, . and tnno- 
cency of my heart have 1 done this, looking upon her as his Siſter, _ --y 
. JIE 3 
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Wife ;. and God faid unto him, 7 know that thog didFt this in the integrity 
of thy heave, 1 therefore withheld thee from ſiming againſt ma ; and (he 
was thereupon reftored-ro her: Husband. ' The like patlage you find in the 
12 C hap. which ts enough only ro mention, having been ſo long on the 
former: no one will afi:m that eicher of theſe were ſingle men, 
if they did "we need not bes the queſtion, or that Foſpeh was 
married when he refuſed the Temprationof his Miſtriſs, ,with a how ſhall 
[ do this wickedneſs, and ſin againſt the ' Lord, Men may call it Fornica- 
tion, a T:ick of youth, or what they pleaſe ; bur we ſee by theſe paſſages, 
what ic 15, and vhat it was ever by good men accounted, After the Law 
was given, I ſhill give bur one inltance inſtead of many, which we 
meer ' with in th* Prophets, and thar is, the words of :Nathanto David ; 
where the fin of Adultery is elegintly ſer forth, in a Parable by the Pro- 
pher, 2s you- have it 11.' Sam, 12. St. Payl alſo mentioneth this Law of 
the Husband ; for the Breach of which, a woman 1s termed an Adnlrereſs; 
and alludes thereto, Rom. 7. 28, | 

AS to matter of Liw, in Whit fenſe '1t 15 taken, we fave-the joynct-con- 
ſent of all, or mo't Nations, . before, and ſince the coming of Chrift, 
who in one ſort or other have inflied Penalties for it : as in its natureit 
1s worſe, then, that other ſin of Whorecome, forbidden to the Iſs aelires; 
who were a choſen people , herein all. agree. 7 ſhall- rot therefoke, as 
many do, ſwelt a Treaiſe with Quetations, when the'matrer detn rot 
require it; therefore,'to omit a Clnud' of Witneſſes, Heathens, Mahu- 
metans, and others, who would not obſcure, bur illuſtrate the truth, ler 
us come nearer home, and among our ſelves in this Kingdome, whete 
we have the opinicn of very learned Divines, and good C aſuilts : and 
alchough, "there is no ſuch Law egainſt jt here, as hath been. in ſome 
places, it may be ſuppoſed, from the difhculty of dereQting the crime of 
Advltery, which might make a Law in that behalf uſeleis : yer if any 


ſhall hold ſuch rigorous proceedings too ſevere for theſe times, I ſhall nor , 


20 abour to diſprove them, though Capital puniſhments are often in- 
flited on Thieves 2nd Felons With leſs reaſon, -were -ic. not for that 


ſecurity which can be had and obtained by this cowſe, cake: rhenin rhe , 


other, which is hard to be proved, as for the difficulty of dereting. We 
may obſerve that in the time of the late Uſurpers, when Adultery was 
made Felony by a Statute, which with their AR for the ſtri& obſervation 
of the Lords Day, w:s rone of- the worſt thing they &id ; yet I never 
heard of any thar ſuffer'd fer it, not-many 1 believe, and ſome of chezr 
Grandees are foully belied, if they could clear themſelves of it. Ig the 


Republick of Geneva there is a Law extent, that puniſhes a—_ wh 
eatn 5 
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death 3 but nctwithRanding this an Hiſtorian obſerves, they are given to 
Dalliance in private, it may be thought 'bur rarely. ro Adultery, - this 
ſhewing what opinion they there haveof it: the Papifts make ic a mortal 
ſin, though ſome of their Writers make any Breach of Wedlock and Di- 
varce, tho for Adultery, to be Adultery ; which nevertheleſs diſpens'd 
with, when they have thought good : Bur arguing about words ſignifies 
x0thing,ſeeing I have fully proved what this fin 18, and although there may 
be ſome difference herein amongſt the aforeſaid Parties, none ever denied 
ethis;and hov a man may be guilty of Adultery, by Divorce is before made 
appear. I ſhall conclude with that forementioned Law of the ſraeltes, which 
I ſhall not again recite, bur only add this ; that their Ordinances were 
derived from Heaven, therefore cannot be excepted againſt as parrial, and 
humane Laws are to be obeyed, becauſe agreeable ro the word of God, 
erounded on reaſon, and enjoyned by authoricy ; and the reaſons of choſe 
Laws I ſhall give you in the ne xr, 


SECT. VTT. 


The Reaſons of the (everity of the Laws, and Capital puniſh» 
ments \inflifted for Adultery , and of the 
remedies aſſwned for jealouſy. 


ns may ſay this was very ſevere, and though a fault, mightbe paſled 
by in the weaker Veſſels, and that it was great pitty ſuch extremity 
ſhould be uſed to them, as to Criminals, Felons, and notorious diſturbers 
of the publick peace; that they might never offend in this ſort, were they 
not drawn alide and deceived by the other Sex. To this 1 anſ'ver, that the 
Law of God made both parties alike guilty, that it is great pity any wo- 
man ſhould deſerve this, and though a Law may be good and uſeful in 
many caſes, for the prevention of evil; and the extremity chereof, on ſome 
inflicted, unleſs for Murther, Treaſon, &c. they are rather robe inclined 
ro mercy, that this crime is eaſy enough to be proved againſt vomen char 
forſake their Husbands to cohabic with other men ; that the likelieſt means 
to prevent this, would be che depriving them of claim to their injur'd 
Husbands Efiates; andthe AR alſo hath, and may be proved by ſufficient 
Evidence, that chis fin is commitred by ſome ſo openly in defiance, as 


it were of their duty, and without ſhame and remorſe, that ir-is ne hard - | 


matter to diſcover it, This is ao more than what | have kno:yn, cheugh 
never 
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never a Partaker of cheir fins : that lewd women are incouraged in thieir 
wickedneſs by their: impunity, and there 1s no remedy to be had for it, 
unleſs Divorce, \vhich they value not,who have rich and wealthy F:tends, 
' and good Joyntures, that carry away the greatelt part of their Husbands 
Eſtates; and Divorce in the poorer ſort woul.i cend rothz ruine of theic 
Families, and though ſome think, chat in Goſpel crimes thcy may be lete 
to their Conſciences and the Diſcipline of che hurch. i creat of A- 
dultery here as it is a Breach of the Law of Nature, and what courſcs may 
be caken to prevent it;ic being too evident that ſome women mak. no con- 
ſcience ar all of their Wayes, become obdurate and hardred by continu« 
ance in a fin, which is not ſo harmleſs as they may imagine ; fo: in the 
nature and cendence thereof what can be wo: ſe. 

FirR,the end of the Creation of Woman, was ſecondary,and ſubordinate 
to that of Man ; for him (he was formed, and to him ſhe owes her 
original and extration, The Lord ſaid, /t is not good that man ſhould 
be alone, let us make him an help meet for him. Gen. 2. 28, Her Husband 
is her Head and Superior, this our Lai takes notice of, waen it makes 
the murther of an Husban4 Perry- Treaſon, in the Wife as that of a Maſter, 
in a Servant the (ame ; an1 doth not the like proportion hold good in 
other offences. Bur if men will give away, or ſell their Birthrighe like 
prophane Eſau, they may thank themſelves for a Meſs of Pottage: yer 
ſuch there are, that for filcrhy Lucre pimp to their Wives z who in 
this caſe are leſs to be blamed ch:nthey ; bur I would have men to 
know, although the Law of Submiſſion is no where aboliſhr, they are 
not co be obeyed in things unlawful, neicher are they to treat their Wives 
ſeverely, but to love and cheriſh them as themſelves ; bur if any think 
this Law of Submiſſion and Obedience, fo hardly yielded by moſt, and 
Rickled ar by ſome, was pronounced as a Fruit of the Curſe, after che Fall, 
and nor in Being before, but taken away by Chriſt ; ler them prove 
when, and where it was aboliſhed, which is founded in Nature, . and 
before the Fall in Being ; though theic duty was eaſily yielded without 
reluQance, bur nov with difficulry, and by conſtraint. Gey, 3, 16. 

This is again(t Nature, as was before made appear and I wonder 
not in the lealt, that in Popith Countries, where Whoredome hath been 
promoted for reaſons of Stare, and Curtizans ſvarm, Poligamy is in no 
caſe diſpznced wich, nor Mirriage of Prieſts : Falſe Notions of Marriage 
beinz of eaclier date in the Church, then their Apottacy and defeR, for 
more may be ſaid for it amongit them, then here with us in England, ſer 
afide Barrenneſs ; for by that means a ſtop would be pur to the pride and 


exceſs of Females, that forget the Luw of their Creation ; and inticad of 
E ing 
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being Help-meet to their Hushands, are a ruine and decay to their For- 
runes and Eſtates ( a rare thing here: ) CEROnY Women being of 


a provident, and careful remper for the moſtpart, and excelling in Vir- 
rue Women of Forreign parts ; and knowing their duty, they would 
endeavour in every thing to content and pleaſe their Husb.nds, living 
hone{t ; the benefir whereof would accrue unto themſelves. - But a 
roleration of Poligamy, ſuch as was in the Jews Common-wealth, would 
be of worſe conſequence to them, than their permifſion of Stews, and an 
inler to ſuch cheats and abuſes, as nothing leſs then an AR of Felony to 
prevent them, can here ſecure us from, in an honeſie; Clime, when ſo 
many there are that would never marry on a 900d account, would multt- 
ply Wives for their profit ; and as tne Law hath made provition for it, 
where ſuch crimes are known,they ought to be duly puniſht,and ſeverely, 
as Adultery ever was in eirher Sex, | 

The lit thing I ſhall mention is this ; without the the Fidelity of 


thei: Wives, men would be cheated with a Spurious iflue , brought 


up, and maintained for their on: Where Poligamy was permitted, 
whatſoever Children Men had by their Wives, or o:her Women , pro- 
viſion W:s to be made for them, each Woman knew her ovn, and could 
ſufferno wrong on this account ; but if Adultery had been ſuffer'd, they 
might hive hatcht up other mens Brats in their Chimney corner, 
and provided for them as their Children, there being no remedy for it, 
as I krow tor, unleſs what can hurdly be imagined, thit a Whore ſhould 
be {o hon2{t t1 inform them to the contrary, although this is not ſo com- 
mon as” to verify the Old ſaying ; Ir 15a wiſe Child that knows bis\own 
Father : it is the common conſequence of Adultery, and is a great} ag= 
eravation Of this crime, an abuſe for which no recompence can be mjde, 
and is alone ſufficient to juſtify ; the Severity of any Law to prevent it ; 
but nothing will derer wicked men , who its greatly to te feared 
have tinn'd away the light of niture, and in their practice of Impiety are 
become worſe then Heathens, For this cauſe ic may thought, rhe like 
puniſhments hive been inflicted on Virgins betrathed : if they were un- 
Detrothed, the men were either to marry them, or if their Parents ut- 
rerly refuſed :t, roafſien a Portion.: This was juſt and equal y bur if they 
were betrorhed, ir was the ſame thing as if they had been married, for 
M :trimony being intended, and following in a ſhort time after, 25 1t 
ordinarily happens to thoſe that are ſure rogether ; the ſame evil might 
enſue thereon,and is the ſame az if their Marriage were conſummate. Bur 
ve m3y note this, that in thoſe daysit was a rare thing for any to break 
off whea ſure together, ( a common thing now ) and ſome there are, have 

parted 


- 
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parted after the Banns of Matrimony have been publiſhe, by conſent ot 
friends. * Hence is itt tharfome have raken the wives of other men from 
Cuch, as have been for ſeveral years in league with them ; which if it be 
not an .buſe of Matrimony, is afign that it 1s a mony- marter with a great 
many. Bur to let this paſs, a Virgin berrothed, in che OlJ Teſtament is 
rermed a Wife, and a tryal in cafe of jealoube afſſhened her husband, as 
for the other that were actually married ; and alchough rhey are no v held 
1mpracticable, they might por be ſo then. And a ſtranger cryal than 
theſe we read of, in uſe amongſt the Saxrom, and other Nations, 
when women ſuſpeRed vere to paſs bareſoot over Coulters and buining 
[:ons, a ſuperſtirion in former times, for the cruelty thereof condemned, 
and long ſince out of uſe. For a remedy of Jealoufie, Charoon in his trea- 
tiſe of Wiſdom, his counſel ro men is, that they remember , molt 
o11lant men have fallen into this misfortune, and been content quietly to 
bearic z and to-women he ſaith, there is no comnſel againſt this evil, and 
there gives the reaſons of it: And further, sf they were capable of counſel, 
a man would adviſe them not to care for it, or ſeem to perce:ve it, and 
inſtances ſuch wonen as have procured female-pleaſure to their husbands, 
and in holy women of old, for multiplication of Stock. This can be no 
rule for us noiv, Now doth it thence follow, that wickedneſs, when 
known, ought to go unpuniſhr; or that men may take an illegal 
courſe to {to:k their commons ? Bur we may hence obſerve, that women 
in old tim» lived peaceable, and quier, were not very forward to tax and 
accuſe their husbands, but endeavouring to approve themſelves to them in 
obedience, an1 love. Butto conclude chis, our reftriftion of Marriage is 
molt Chrittian, and agreeable ro the Word of God, and Goſpel-rimes, 
and the conidtion of human lif-, which is much altered from what ix 
Was in tormer times under che Law; and although the circumſtances of 
all myn are not alike then, or nov, yer a conformity heretois on all hands 
requitite. Wedlock 1s a holy Rate, wherein if there be any thing of 
rrouble and inconvenience, it is rendred eafie to thoſe thar marry in che 
Lord, and for whom a man 1s to forſake father and mother, and cleave 


unto his wife. 


E 2 SE C-F. 


_- Om Ig oo ot 6 Ad 8 
A - 


( 30) 


——————_—— 


SECT. VIIL 


objeftions againſt Marriage out of the Scripture, and ancient Wri- 
ters, and the riſe and growth of Monaſtical life. 


I Intend not here to anſwer every frivolous Objeion againſt Marriage; 
chey who have no mind to marry, do well to let it alone, bur ſuch as 
cannor abſtain ought to marry, elſe they ſhould never be perſwaded by 
my conſent : for they which intangle themſelves in Love .and the thoughts 
of a Wife, have their minds taken oft from other fairs. A man may 
marry at any time, bur a good ſertlement in marriage 1s not always to be 
had ; there is nothing worſe for any one, than to be put upon wiving 
£09 young, 0; before they well underſiand the courſe of the world , for 


Matrimony requires the moſt ſerious deliberation, and advice. Bur 


there are ſeveral paſſages in holy Writ, eſpecially in St. Paul's Epiſtles, 
that ſome alleadg againſt Marriage, and to the Clergy be nor miſapplied, 
If they mean a ſingle life in thoſe that can abſtain, or that ſecond Marria- 
oes are forbidden them, which ſome will have to be meant of ſuch as had 
more wives than one at a time, therefore uncapable of holy Orders : o- 
thers there are, that think the taking of a ſecond wite, after deceaſe of a 
former, to be forbidden them. If it be thus to be caken, Bigamy can be 
no ways commendable in a Cleregyman ; but we have no reaſon thence'to 
judge uncharitably of a godly Miniſter, who may ſee a ſecond marriage to 
be neceſſary, every one knows beſt his own condition; yet that ancient 
Canon, which depoſed Deacons for Fornication, and admitted them to 
the Communion but as Lay-men, was not ſevere, for nothing can excuſe 
in them, what is evil more or leſs. Nor can this liberty, that by ſame 18 
taken in marriage, warrant in the leaſt, though ic ſeems to countenance, 
the praftice of the Romaniſts, who on the other hand, exclude from Prieſt- 
hood thoſe that once marry, and require vowed Chaſtity of others. But 
for Churchmen, if they have the gift of Continency, to lead a fingle life, 
being free from the cares and troubles of a married fate, to apply 
themſelves only to the Miniſtry, is exceeding commendable, the Reve- 
nues of the Church, by this means, in Hoſpitality and charitable uſes ex- 
pended, for which they were in part given, and to which the Clergy are 
above others exhorred ; hereby alſo would the mouths of their Adverſa- 


ries be Ropr, and beipg done for the ſake of Chriſt, and the Kingdom of 
| Heaven, 
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Heaven, they have the reward of that faithful Servant or Steward, of whom 
wuch was required, becauſe much was gruen, and (ler no one ſay I am po- 
piſbly affe&ed for this) they are highly to be honoured and eſteemed for 
their works ſake; when ſome there are, that take on them the holy 
funQion, and marry, not becauſe they cannot abſtain, but for ſuch cauſes 
they would not care to own. 

As for vowed Chaſtity, or Monaſtical life. there is no command for it, 
yet I cannot ſay that js evil inits nature, which Without a Vow 1s com- 
mendable ;z and an Oath, if kepr, is rot culpable, in what 15 laiful, and 
where it isreceflary: Put here itis ror, and may have an ev1] tencence 
in thoſe that have not the eift of continency, and the making of thoſe 
Vorvs ſuppoſes ſo much , and it may be demanded of them, xho hath re- 
gn.red theſe things at their hands > Marriage we find honoured by cur 
Saviour's preſence at a Wedding, .and the beginning of Miracles wrought 
there ; and Saint Pas! ſaith of himſelf, Have gagt 1 power to take 4 ſiſter to 
wfe? And in ſome things relating to Marri an&Single life, in this 
Epiſtle to the Corinthians, he ſaith, that be WMketh as from bimſelf, and 
:ot by commandment from the Lord, they havig written to him, as appears, 
concerning it, ch.7, But there are many paſſages in ſome of. the Fa- 
thers very ſevere againſt marriage, bur we muſt look upon them as anci- 
ent men, that had ſeen the vanities of the world, contending with the he- 
reſies and licentiouſneſs of the times; for there was a herefie ſprang u 
In the days of the Apoſtles, and continued long after : Eccleſiaſtical Ht- 
Rory gives us an account of them, in their brutiſh DoErines and licenti- 
ous Practices, they reſembled our Sweet-ſingers, Ranters, Cc. of latter 
date ; they taught Fornication and promiſcuous Luſt to be no fin, to hold 
their wives in common brotherly love, Adultery was nothing in their ac- 
count being their daily pr2Rice; this-was attended with a riotous exceſs 
In meats, and drinks, their God was their belly, and their belly their 
ſhame. Is the Epiſtle of Jude, verſe the 19th. they are ſaid to be they 
that ſeparate themſelves, and are ſenſual, not having the ſpirit. There are 
many paſſages concerning them in that Epiſile, wherein they reſembled 
the Gnoſticks of after times, who held Aſſemblies and Night- meetings, 
wherein they uſed all manner of promiſcuous luſts, adulteries, and inceſts, 
and theſe crimes by the Pagans, were objeQed againſt the Orthodox 
Chriſtians, By this means Religion began to be placed by ſome in the 
. Otherextreme, in oppoſition to theſe, (no news in .our time, to run from 
= one extream to another,) in a ſolitary life, in abſtinence from meats, and 
the lawful uſe of Marriage. Chaſtity and Abſlinence were then the only 


vertues 1n their account, grovn ricketty and diſproportionate to the w_ 
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their growth'and noariſhment ſubſtraRted from She other: Ac length 
zhey arrived to ſuch a prodigious height, as to outgrow the Whole body of 
thei, taken either as Moral vertues, or Chriftian duties, when to build 
and endow Houſes for the Vorartes of either ſex was eſteemed ſuch an a& 
of Piety, as to make amends for any a& of Impiety or wickedneſs whatſo- 
ever, Adultery, Murder, or any thing ; this was attonement ſufficienc, 
the merirs of Chriſt not regarded, looking to be. juſtified by their own 
perſormances, And for ſupport of the ſeveral Orders then begun, and 
afterwards increaſt, divers Miracles were feigned, ſome of them very an- 
cient, as appears by their Legends ; and v\ hat is true of them proves no- 
thing, bur that holy women, ſolliciced co the embraces of heathen Ru- 
lers, or perſecuting T'yrants, choſe death rather than ro yield unto their 
luſts, not ſo much for a Vow of Virginity, or Monaſtical life, unheard of 
in the firft Centuties : bur ſubmitting to their pleaſure, when by rhem 
required, had been as aQual denial of their faith at the requeſt of a Tye 
rant, as ſac:ificing te Itols 8 compliance to their worſhip, and carries 
more with it than the breach of Wedlock, or or vowed Virginity ; as 
we read of young men, When they could not be draivn to ſacrifice, Har- 
lots have been ſer ro allure them, and of holy Virgins, who had their 
heads ſmirten off, for not ſubmitting co the luſts of their Perſecutors, 
(this may be crue enough ; ) that they recovered their ſenſes, who ſo 
will, may believe, and I ſhall not go abouc to diſprove the truth of this 
and other things recorded in their Legends, which agree not in the 
relation of them. Bur ſuppoſing them co be Voraries, what doth this 
(ignifie co the temptations of a Brothes, or Fryar Confeſſor in a Convent, 
which in afcerrimes were ſo frequent, and prevailing, as to be the chief 
occaſion (pretended ar leaſt) for diſſolving of Religious Houſes here with 
us, began by Cardinal Wo/ſey, who ſuppreſſed ſeveral ſmaller Monafteries, 
and afterivards followed by diflolution of the reſt. 

But there are ſome in our time, and within memory, that have exceeded 
all before them, and whatever they pretend in their ſcurfifous Libels, 
hatred of women, or prejudice againſt marriage , their cynical refle- 
Rions, ſo far exceed the hounds of modeſty, or ſence, that one may 
eaſily thence diſcover What they aim ar, Gain , or Applauſe ; the itching 


humour will pronpr them to write, or ſay any thing. I co:int it not. 


worth while to refnre their tale Sarcaſms againſt Marriage. Some there 
are, that make rhe love of wonen finful, however placed, and that defire 
implanted in Nature, - and which all men more or leſs are ſubjet ro, 
derive inits original from the Stygian lake, and the author of all ill, who 
kindles it inthe breaſts of poor mortals (to torment them, they ſhould 
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ſay) or his labour is loſt in bringing it ſo far, but ro a Worſe intent it 
ſeems than Promethers his fire, ttolen from Heaven, as the Poets fable, 
and for a noble uſe. Some go further than this, wiſhing there had been 
ſome other way of propagating Mankind, or, like the Angels in Heaven, 
they had been creaced without ditiin&tion of Sex, wickedly preſcribing and 
direRing their grear Creator in his works of Creation and Providence, 
when notwithitanding the hypocrite of {ome men, and the great adoe of 
others, there is no ngtural dehire or any of the Paſſions (inful, bur as they 
are inordinate or exceſlive, which is blameable in any, or are contraty to 
_ the morzlity of a Brecept ; which is true nor only in this, but the like 
-may be ſaid of all the reſt of them, of Love and tiatred, Anger, Defire, 
&e, Is it not lawful for a man to covet or dehire that which is good ? With- 
out doubt it is ; bur it is then ſinful, when it becomes inorcinate, or con- 
trary to that command, Which ſecures to every one their propriety. 

This is true of every irregular defire, and of concupiſcence 1n the lar- 
oeſt exrent of it, and in each part thereof, and of which it 1s ſaid Jam. 1.15, 
When luſt hath conceived ut brirgeth forth fin, and ſin wien it « fiſhed 
bringeth forth death : but is wore eſpecially verified in the tranſgreſſion 
of our firſt Parents, by which was tranſmitted the whole body of fin and 
death to their Polterity, and the curſe denounced in caſe of diſobedience, 
that dying they ſhou!d dye (anatural death, or diſſolution, the conſequence 
thereof, ) in them fulfilled cn the day they taſted of the forbidden 
fruit, which was the firſt ſin of Defire or Concupiſcence, before in being, 
but then grown inordinate, and ſet upon the creature more than the Crea- 
tor, Eve being deceived by the Serpent with the defire of knowledge 
and fairneſs of the fruir, and Adam by his wife, and then they became 
dead as to Spiritual life, and communion with (od, as are all that de- 
ſcend from them, untill they are renewed, and thereby become dead un- 
to fin, though not wholly freed from it. Rom, 6.2. compared with 7th. 
17th. 234, 24th, But how is it then that any one can be ſaid ro be dead 
unto (in, when (in dwelleth in them, and the laiv of fin, or the old man is 
Rill warring in their members ? Yes, notwithſtanding this body of death, 
called the old man, The regenerate ſtill remaineth, their minds are re. 
newed, and brought off from the creature to the Creator, as the ſupreme 
Good; and this 1s wrought in them by the Word and Spirit, derived 
from a faith that putifies the heart, and enableth them co fulfill the whole 
Law in an unfeigned love to G2d in the firſt place, and to their Neitgh- 
bours as themſelves, for 0» theſe deperd the Law and the Prophets. Math. 22. 
37. Thoſe groundleſs conceits before mentioned are but idle fancies 


and dreams, and without this, can never avail them any thing, and were 


fare. 
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Forerunners of Apoſtacy, foretold of 1 Tim. 4. ſn thoſe that ſhould forbid 
to marry, and command to abſtain from Meats, Verie 2, Speaking Lyes 
in Hypocrifie : although there are ſome expreſſions in che Fathers chat 
ſeem ro Warrant them, I have already given you the occaſion thereof ; 
and ler me further add, that ſome of them ivere erroneous, the holieſt 
but men, and none of chem infallible, nor are any to be believed any 
further chen they are agreeable to reaſon, and the word of God ; and I will 
appeal to any one, whether or no Marriage can be a S1crament or a holy 
State,any further then the relative duties of W edlock are performed:And 
whereas the Apoſtle maketh mention of a myſtery, he exprelly Caich ir of 
Chriſt and che Church, and what was Marriage before Chriſts coming 
ſeveral ages, when there was a better agreemenc, and harmony of afte&i- 
ons between Solomon, and his egyptian Spoule as is rhought, chen with 
many of our Daughters of Zo», and their Chriſtian Husbands ? If they 
will have 1t a Sicrament, I have ſhewn how far, and in what ſenſe it is ſo; 
and they who have written of Weolock, may give it what Encomium's 
rhey pleaſe. 


SECT. IX. 
Againſt Fornication, and of Marriage in its Primuttve State. 


= are many grave Leſſons of Morality well meant, bur in this 
matter making all things on2 and alike, or denying what is as plain 
2s any thing can be, unleſs to ſuch asare of a temper very ſevere and 
moroſe, or have been ſly ſinners in their youth ; and co make amends 
for their palt Debauchery, harden men in their 1mpiety, rather then 
diflwade them from a vain and (inful courſe of life. Pretences of love to 
Women, ate not always tricks and devices todeceive them, it may hap- 
pen ſo indeed, and in the way of Mattimony, as well as out of it : A poor 
Fellow way get ſome Belly Timber by ir, or che Parſon a Speel by ir , 
and tht love be wanting, which is the rational ground thereof ; and 
15not an anour alone without amity and friendſhip, by a Marriage Con- 
tra confirmed. The boun3 to our defires they are not to pals, for the 
procreation of our kind, our confinement thereby rendred more pleaſant 
and eaſy, and is cherefore perpetual and conftant, Of this doth ſacred 
Hiſtory give us inſtances very remarkable ; that of Ammon, to Thamar, 
was an inceſtuous luſt ; the occalion of his untimely death, which 1s ſaid 
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co be a puniſhment 'for his Inceſt : bur we may rather chink the death of 
eAmmon, and the ſucceeding Rebellion of Abſalom, with his Inceſt by 
ooinNg in unto his Fathers Concubines, an infliftion on David , for 
his Adultefy with Bathſheba: and whereas it is ſaid that Ammonforced 
her, his unkindneſs to her was worſe than the Fa, tho an inceſtuous 
Rape, Let ſuch take notice of this, who make love to Women only to 
diſgrace them, or deceiving their expeRarion, to their diſ:Uvantage turn 
them off. Bur Rape can never be effe&ed, unleſs on thole who are very 
weak and feeble (without conſent of their Wills, which compulſion may 
at length force from them) and is ſo bad a thing, as 10be made Felony 
by a Statute, which if any one ſhall look into, and take a view of, will 
find EnaRted rather to prevent Rapes,and forc'd Marriages on Heireſles, 
and great Fortunes, frequent in former cimes, and cannot alivays be pre- 
vented fince : but he that ſhall hazard his Neck for the enjoyment of a 
peeviſh Wench, reaps as little pleaſure as pcotic by the Bargain, Luſt 
and Ambition have been the cauſe of more Rapes then ever Love hath, 
which ought not to be pretended bur where it really is ;. therefore can be 
no Ln for Fornication, either as a colour to decetve them, or a pro- 
feſſ1on thereof, | : 

Lec us ſee whether or no it can be made a Plea for Who:edome; one 
would think the Diſeaſes which atrend this vice ſhould difſlwade men from 
It : bur how can any one pretend love for the Embraces of a Hatlot, from 
whom they receive no further kindneſs then whar they pay for ; and is 
a common thing in requital, ro kick and abuſe their Whores as ſoon as 
made uſe of ; and if they meet with berter entertainment, it 1s occafion'd 
rather by the mild remper, and diſpoſition of ſome men they have to do 
with, then their deſerts. They ſpeak honeſtly who aftirm,, it is not ſo 
much their loves, as lults, that prompts them to ir, and go to cover one 
fin with another, making. Love and Friendfhip the Banis of humane 
Society, and nor the lealt parc of Marriage a Plea for Whoredome, a 
fin againſt che Laws of both. I ſpeak not here of the way of making 
Love, wherein ſome men are molt to ſeek where it 1s , but how far it may 
be admirted as a Plea, which can never be ſure where ic is not, as they 
themſelves mult confeſs; much leſs then *can it be admitred as an ex- 
cuſe for Adultery, for the Law of Nature giving us a right to our 
own peculiars , by the ſame reaſon we are excluded from other mens. 
Bur I have already ſhewn the evil of this crime, and that good men have 
ever regulated their deſires, and if fallen into this fin, have recover'd 
themſelves by repentance, Now as Love can be no Plea for it, no ne- 


ceſſity can excuſe athing evil an injult in its nature, and for which no 
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recompence can be made to the i,zjured perſon, as before proved; and 
it hath been very ſeldo:ne kno vn th:tany godly or righteous perſon hath 
been guilty of it, 

As tothe great Queſtion, /Mfatrimomum {fe Conjugro, without a law- 
ful, or Conjugal love, whereby the en's 0: Marriage are net anſwered 
in Mutu1l Society, or.comfort of Jife : for prevention of the former, a 
commendable care is taken, by xublithing of Banes, «nd granting Lt- 
cences to Marry, Which ought ro be well lookt td * the latter cft1mes 
happens ; and th: ſome men never have a good ſettlement in >'atiimony, 
which is a fivour from the Lord, as alto are C hildren, and the Fruit 
of th? Womb, who are a bleſſing unto theſe, whoſe ways are pleaſing unto 
God. Yet this for the reaſons given in the Fifth *e&ion, 1+ no Plea 
for Divorce, which ought not to be had, unleſs the Contract were 
ſinful Wag impure : ror can it be termed Fornicatignaunleſs with reſpeR 
ro the Purity of Marriage, in tte Primitive State, which with the beſt 
of men is rot altogether the ſame, as if man had continued in his original 
righteouſneſs ; and the weaker Sex, who ere the firlt in Sin, had anſwered 
the ends of their Creation, when the Woman was adorned with ſuch 
perfeRion, as rendred her worthy of h's love and deſire, for whom ſhe was 
formed, in'a great meaſure, row defaced by fin, and the knowledge of 
evil ; thar perverſeneſs,and their vanity, ſo much taxt in them, the Fruits 
of the Fall, and of the Curſe, and good men have in all ages been 
enſnared therevith, As the Womb had been then fruitful, withoutpain 
and ſorrow yielding its increaſe, Male and Female, coming together 
after Gods appointment, had been joyned in an inviolable Union, and a 
holy ſtate withour Matrimony as an Evidence to decide Controverſy, 
or an Oath ſince in force ; as alſo Divorce in ſome caſes uſeful, and ſe- 
cond Marriages ſo far from being evil in all cauſes, that to ſome a duty, 


| and by God commanded, as for the raiſing up of Seed to a Brother de- 


ceas'a, and tothoſe that cannot abſtain. Nor can it be thought Divorce 
is reftrained for the ſake of evil men, or to aber and countenance 
abuſe of the Ceremonies, to the undoing of any one : For the Precepts 
of Chriſt in orher things as well as this, tend to reduce us to that State of 
Perfe&ion from whence we are fallen, This reſtraint alone can never do. 
it, buteſſ2ntial honeſty, and juſtice, and doing unto others as we would 
be done by our ſelves, would ſoon bring Marriage, and every thing 
elſe, to its Primitive State as near a8 may be, or our preſent condition 
will admit of, which ſhall be further ſhewn. 
Bur becauſe the only quarrel of ſome men to their Wives is, that they 
ire their own, ſeeing the abuſe of a thing that is good and neceſſary can 
never 
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neyer tak: a'vay the uſe of it, (as hath b2e:) fully proved ; ) and that 
Matrimony 1s a3 nacural, as for men to forry rnemſ*!ves into Societics. 
It is very abſurd, and prepoſterous, for ſuch is ves fair play in their 
marching, not over.reacit, to prefer the careſſes of a deceitful and in- 
conitant Miſs, to the Embraces of a [-ving and virtous Wife : How 
dithonelt is it then to ſpend and conſume th2ir Eflates oathemgtothe ruine 
and decay of their Families,or for fuch have iſſue by che wife of their vourh 
deceas'd, a virtuous and faithful Conſorr, ro injure 1d wrong he: Children 
for a ſecond march? The liberty that was taken in M:rriave in former 
cimes,and che failings of g004 men,are no example? for ns in '2efe lat gays, 
when God huth ſpoken to us by his Son; and we find thy wilſelt of men, 
who had beendravn into great Snares by his numeroys Wives an! Con- 
cubines, renouncing this Vanity, Ec/, 7, Of ſuch therefore, tht give 
themſelves over to the purſuir of ſznfual lufts and ple-(itres, as if they 
were born to no other end, and mak2 i* the whole buifineſs <f thor lives , 
ic may be cnoughr their hearts ate haiccne!l throvgh the dec irfnl:.ofs of 
ſin, in a Snare chat is hard co recover theimſclve; our of: (3: 21-ir54gh 
ſpiritual wickedneſs, and of the mind, ate in their nature we. ſe on 
ſins of the bo:ly, theſe being given way to, and inJulged by iarcmpers 
ance, and exceſs, of wiart kind loever, becone hatirual, ard our minds 
thereby deprived of thar purity, which can only rect us bleed here ; 
and without it ict men make what profefſion they will of Religion, they 
do but dre:im of Heaven, and Ecernal happineſs in another life. 

The moveration and contin2ncy of the Prumicive Ch:ſtians, was 
ſingulac an4 remarkable in this reſpeR ; neirher in, or out of Matrimony, 
making provifion for the lutts of the f:ſh,and when they Contracted them- 
ſelves, it w1s, th:t th2 ends of Marciage mighr be an{w-red by the Con- 
rcaQ, thecefo:e ſeldome m3rrying above once,Monagamy bing rhe Pitmi- 
tive Infticution, founded in Nature (exclvtively, and with reſpeR toits 
continuance in the Stare of Grace : ) ſecond Marriages, of wint ſort ſo- 
ever, in the Law of Niture (ince,by vaich, as m2n were not always bound 
unto one Woman during her life, nor ſ2cond Mirriaze in the ocher Sex 
reſtrain2d after diflolution of a fo:mer by deceaſe, Tt. Cer. 7.39. God 
either villing, or permitting it for the ir:-r2:ſe <f1he 4orl yer there 
neither is, nor ever vas univerſal liberty, an win gh opiian for lt 3 
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by Chriſtians that are more than once contraRted : And the Queſtion, . 
fo often canvaſt by Civilians in the Schools, An Poligama fit licita, may . 


be applied alſo unto ſingle Marrizge, and, Whether or v0 Bigamy u lawful, 
very well diſputed ; yet that Aﬀertion 1s very abſurd, which ſhall make 
it Fornication in all that are thus married, and ro better than Mates : 
for it may ſometimes, thovsh not commonly happen, that a ſecond Mar- 
riage is more Warrantable than a firſt, and on better grounds contracted 
and a good and lawful Conſo:t hath nor always been a firſt Wife, nor the 
ends of marriage anſwered by the Contrz&, eſpecially in thoſe, which 
Misfortune or Deceit hath been the occaſion of : So I term it in relation 
co ſecond cauſes, for there is nothing contingent with God, And if Po- 
ligamy hath in ſuch caſes been uſed (as for increaſe of the world by ho- 
ly men without Divorce, it was when the Laws of Nations forbid it not g 
inſomuch that Marriage, by God ordained, reſpe&s not ſo much the cir- 
cumſtance of Time, Which is firſt, or laſt, as the order of Nature there- 
in to be obſerved, and that National Confiitutions be ſubmittedto in it, 


| SECT. X. 
The Law of Nature in other Inſtances, 


HE Law of Nature, which contains in it thoſe Moral principles 
that are unvariable, and grounded on the natural relations between 

God and man, and one man and another, is eternal in the Obligation of 
it, and the rule of our zRions according t6 the condition of life : the 
Opinion therefore of thoſe, who defmme Honeſty, 4 life according to Na- 
ture, ( if rightly underſtood) can by none be excepred againſt ;' but after 


the vulgar Notions of Honeſty, it 1s a weed that grows in every garden, 
and a hard matter to find a man that is not honeſt: Such a one is an ho- 


peſt man, becauſe he never had the courage to take the High-way, or dex- 
rerity tocut a Purſe, yet can enrich himſelf with the ſpoil of his Netgh- 
bours, cheat and cozen Without any danger of the Law, which brings ſuch 
a$ are fool-hardy to the Gallows, Another hath got a great Eſtate to- 
oerher by Extortion, may defraud the Labourer of his Hire, and the Mi- 
niſter af his Dues, yer paſs for an honeſt man nevertheleſs ; and its like 
ſuch a one may never have a Baſtard-child laid to his charge, it 1s a 
chargeable fin, or, to conceal it, he hath honeſtly provided for the Nurſe. 
Another is ap honeſt man, becauſe he pays every one their own, can ſuir 
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himſelf to all companies, and carries ic fair, that he may impoſe upon 
their underlianding , and thereby infinuating himſelf co their ſeveral hu- 
mours, can the eaſier work them ro his will and pleaſure ; yer ſuch as 
cheſe ſhall paſs for honeſt men with thoſe, who look on outward ſhows in 
men only for their intereſt, or conformity to the Laws, ſo far as may ex- 


cuſe them from the penalty thereof. 

Now let me ask any one, whether all theſe can be ſaid ro be honeſt 
men oz no? For what is Moral honeſty, bur diſpolicion of the mind to : 
Vertue in general, or, as it is uſually caken, for juſtice to our ſelves, and 
others, } ſhall add no more as to our dealings with men ; bur there is 
honelty of the Body as well as of the Mind, and the Law of Nature layerth_ 
no reſtraint on our deſires, that are not vitious, and debauch't : as in 
Temperance, a man may be felo de ſe in the DefeQ, as well as Exceſs ; for 
as he may ſurfeit himſelf by drinking overmuch, he may ſo long abſtain 
therefram,when nature requires it, as may procure him ſuch a feavoriſh 
heat, thar no liquor can allay his dryth. We ſhould order our ſelves 
therefore by the preſcript of Nature, and take it in ſuch things as our 
rule, and guide. 'The like may be ſaid of Chaſtity, and Marriage-rites. 

A man may take an honeſt courſe (as he thinks) to prevent an evil, and 
it may haſten it upon him, the means that he uſes being unreaſonable, and 
unjuſt, eſpecially when he never well examins things, bur is ſwayed by 
common opinions, And a man may alſo (conſidering how the world 
now goes) in ſome things be too juſt, and to ſuch a one that of the Prea- 
cher 15 good counſel, Be not righteous}ouer much, nor over wiſe,leſt thou be left 
deſolate: for a mans mind being poſſeſs'd with vulgar notions , may 
chink that diſhoneſt, which is reaſonable juſt, and neceſſary ; inſomuch 
that Honeſty is not always the beſt Policy, or there are miſtakes concer- 


ning it, | | 

Bur the greateft miſtakes, and that are moſt pernicious, are thoſe 
Wherein our ſouls are immediately concerr'd; and itis very dangerous for 
any to-have their minds enſnared with the principles of contentious En- 
thuliaſts, to look cn Religicn as a matter of talk, and diſpute, which hath 
an ill influence on mens lives ; or when they believe the truth of the 
Scripture,ſhould be reaſoned with as Chriſtians, and made ſenſible of their 
obligations to a holy life, have their minds amuſed with the thoughts of a 
work which they know not what to make of, but expect one time or other 
to be _ in chem, and which ſome pretending to, have ated things 
diſhonourable co the profeſſion of Chriſt. For .diſcharge of my confc1- 
ence I ſhall further proceed. | 4 

A duty enjoyned by the layy of Nature, and a fundamental one _ 
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Obedience to Superiors, "This 15a duty from Wives to their Husbands, 
Childred to thzir Parents, Servants © their Malters, &c, though in a 
different capacity ; and, ro ſpeak truth, there is a reiative duty on all 
hands. A branch alſo of this di.ty 1s Obedience to riie Governmicent. and 
to thoſe thar are in Atithocicy, 471 this 1s require. in the Word of Cod, 
which ceacheth 1.3 to boncnr the 1p, Who is Supte:i.c,and to prey fo: lams 
co him we owe a Natural ty 20 Allegiance, which no pretence cf Re- 
ligion can excuſe vs ſro, #57 ſrom that duty before ment!on'd.1o our 
Parents, as is clvz; fr 42 6 5 of our Saviour of rne traitor! of the 
Elders, his reproct vo: 7c, trongh in his own defence, whici fully 
proves it, And tet *:ca ca!l rhemiclves what they will, DiſaffeRion to 
the Government is a badl thi2g, and no fign of a good Chriſtian in any one 
wh-tſoever : But our great ond indiſpenfable duty, 1s that Obedience 
and Worſhip we ove vnto Cod, as weare Men as well as Chriſtians, and 
is Written With indelible charaRers in the hearts of all men, even of thoſe 
who are molt fallen ſhort of the glory of God, and this Law of their 
Creation. And although God hath divers ways revealed himſelf to his 
people, who wo-ſbip him atight, as in old time by his Prophets, and in 
theſe lalt days by his Son, his Word being their rule and direRtion in their 
drawing nigh uato him, and that faith cometh by hearing 1s true, and by 
reading of the Word, and Prayer; Weare not only to look upon them as 
o:dinances appointed to that end, but as our continual duty, and by 
which we return him thanks for thoſe benefirs we receive from him, and 
daily expe at his har.ds, We are not therefore to think, that in vain 


we tread bis Conrts, becauſe v2 find not what many ſay they experience, 


an Extraordinary appearance t9 their Souls in a work of Convitien (as they 
cerm it) at the bearing of ſuch or ſach a word, 3nd to which chey have 
recourſe for their Ewidezces j a Work of Faith Gitf2ient, as they give out, 
from the Faith of c:her people ; not cnly of ſuch, as ſay they believe, but 
are 19norant, or live profanely, but of thoſe alſo who profeſs they believe 
thoſe things, that are recorded of.Chrift by the Evangeliſts, and the 
Truth he hh confirmed by *.'iracles, an? the Tehimony of thoſe, whe 
were Eyc-:.1tnefies, and inipired, rtne:cfore expeRed ſalvation by him, 
conforming their lives according 59 his Word, .nd are reckon'd ſober, 
and moral men at leaſt, 

The publick wo:thip of God, which co24Rs 1n hearing the Word, and 
in Prayer, is thezeto-e rightly termed a Service, nur reaſonable oge 1t 1s, 
by no means to be neglect2d. Wi-ted men may proſper in this life, and 
ſuch as pcver cal! upon God, it may go well with chem here, bur beirg 
hardned therein their convition is lo much the wo;ſe, Although the be- 
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innings of Faiih are but ſmall, wherever it is, is not to be derided as 
an hiſtorical an notional Faith, when fhewn by its Works ; for if Irſri- 
rotion foils vs, whor recps have we left to know. Chriſt > What Fit is 
it, rich wis ozce deliwer'd ro the Sarnts,, and thor Truth, of Which the 
Chu;ci is the groz, d, ann pullar? 1 Tim.3,15, The Miniltration of the 
Spirit accomp nes the Wor:?, believed on the reco'd given of Chriſt, 
and ihe uſe of rhoſe O17. nces.appointed by him ; yet are negleCted by 
mony who trequent che fiemblies, and are periors of a good life ar.d 
conv. railon, either jrdging themſelves unfir, or ſ-cking for Inf 1caticen, 
for 1 kiow not whit cleto cal] 1t, unleſs I rerm it Enthulizim, by which 
Convic&ions are ſo vatiouſly handled in the works of ſome men, and the 
ruth perplext with cifh. ule nicettes, which takes away and diſcourages 
C hriſtion endeavour, and practice. 

My la{i Obſervation is this, That Abſtinence 1s a duty required in 
times of Devotion, and Worſhip, and for preparation thereto; That re- 
ligtous Faſts for Humiliation, and when commanded by Authority, be 
iri&ily obſerved, nd kept 3 ind that Oaths be taken , when neceſſary, 
either in obedience to Authority , ſor cle:ring of the truth, or for confir- 
mation of our words, when matters doubtful ariſe : An Oath for coufirma= 
fion is the end of ſirife, Heb, 6,16, 1 (hall conclude with a word of Ad- 
VICE, 

Ler men be:vare of falſe Teachers, and their DoArine, Which rends to 
carnal ſecurity, the overthrow of ihe faith, to oblicerate the light of Na- 
cure, and the'difates of Conſcience. You who profeſs Illumination be- 
yond your brethren, place not Religion'in Opinion ; it is a £ood thing to 
have ones underſtinding rightly informed, but Religicn is not to be 
made an occafion of ſtrife and contention, when men ſhall ſeparate from 
one anotker for the ſmalicſt difference, -and each party is divided amoneſt 
themſelves. Doth not St, Paul in his Epiſtles exhorr to peace, and urity, 
to be like. minded, and ſpeak the [ame thing, ho/ding the unity of the Spirit tn 
the bond of peace, foreſecing the evil conſequence of Sctiſms and Diviſi- 
ons in the Church, Value not your ſelves by the 11l lives of the ſcanda- 
lous, and openly profre, leſt you be out in your reckoning, but by con» 
formity ro the precepts of Chriſt, and ex1mine whether or no you have 
the fruits of the Spirit, Gal, 5. 22,23. Ji. 3.17. 
 Thereare many Antichriſis inthe world, :nd vnleſs God ſerd a heal- 
ing Spirit among us, What Will the bu:ring cf the Pope fgnifie, of the 
deſtruQion of Rome, by ſome men to a Year predicted, 2vail the common 
cauſe of Chriſtianity > Look back vxcn the ſtate of the C hurch vnder 


Old Teſtament, when Feroboam 3nd his Succellors had placed gion 
Calves 
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Calves in Da» and Bethel, cauſing 1ſrael to fin, and the Land was defiled 
wirh their Idolatries: The ren I'ribes were carried into Captivity, and 
the Jews for their fins into Batylos, Upon their return a ſecond Temple 
was built, and the Church was reformed, their daily Sacrifice, unleſs in 
times of perſecution, ceaſed not ; but they were corrupted in their mo- 
rals, divided into Herefies, and SeQs ; there were Eſſenes, and Phariſees, 
who made a ſhow of SanRirty, and Saddnces; and there aroſe Fanaticks, 
who with their followers periſhr, Theſe things continued untill their 
Temple was deſtroyed, by the preaching of the Goſpel ro the Gentiles 
the Partition-wall was broken down, and an end was put to their Church- 
State. If the caſting away of them be the reconcilizg of the world, what: 
will the receiving of them be, bur life from the dead, 
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